Writing a Research Book with IIUM Press

A research book is a book that presents research findings. The features of the
research book are highlighted in the chapters featured in the book. The structure
of a research book is very close to the framework of a thesis or a research report.
A research book preserves scientific language, extensive technical terms and
jargons, extensive citations and references, and is supported by illustrative
materials (tables, graphs, diagrams, drawings, photographs, charts, etc.).
Research book means a scientific book which is systematically written, based
on facts and the results of a research, and analysed critically, through rational
arguments.
Original work means work produced by the author himself or in collaboration
with another author, and not a translation or adaptation of another book.
Research Book Structure
A research book contains front matter (List of illustrations, Preface,
Acknowledgements), the content of the book (all chapters) and the end matter
(References, Index, Glossary). The beginning of the book contains title pages,
content pages, illustrations, prompts, introductions and awards. The contents of
the research book are as follows;
OPTION 1 – revised from a thesis / dissertation by an author or revised
from a research report by an author or multiple authors.
List of illustrations
Preface
Acknowledgements
Chapter 1 - Introduction
Chapter 2 - Literature review
Chapter 3 - Research Methods
Chapter 4 - Research Findings
Chapter 5 - Discussion
Chapter 6 - Conclusion
References
Glossary
Index
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OPTION 2 – chapters in a research book: a collection of chapters of
different researches. All chapters are contributed by the same author or
multiple authors as an edited book.
List of illustrations
Preface
Acknowledgements
Chapter 1 - Introduction
Chapter 2 – Research 1
Chapter 3 – Research 2
Chapter 4 – Research 3
Chapter 5 - . . . .
Chapter 6 - . . . .
Chapter 7 - . . . .
Chapter 8 - . . . .
.
.
.
.
Chapter xxx? - Conclusion
References
Index
OPTION 3 – chapters in an edited book by multiple authors as an edited
book.
List of illustrations
Preface
Acknowledgements
Chapter 1 - Introduction
SUB THEME ONE Chapter 2 – Research 1
Chapter 3 – Research 2
Chapter 4 – Research 3
Chapter 5 - Research 4
SUB THEME TWO Chapter 6 - Research 5
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Chapter 7 - Research 6
Chapter 8 - Research 7
Chapter 9 - Research 8
SUB THEME THREE Chapter 10 - Research 9
Chapter 11 - Research 10
Chapter 12 - Research 11
Chapter 13 - Research 12
Chapter xxx? - Conclusion
References
Index

By principle, there is no minimum number of pages for any book, including
research books. Similarly, there is no minimum number of chapters for any book.
A good scholarly book should have a thickness of 200-250 pages upon
publication. This thickness is easy to read, not too expensive and easier to market.
The content of the book should cover topics related to the title of the book. The
author of the book must know whether he has written enough for the title he has
assigned. A research book must contain at least 6 chapters. All chapters must be
within the main theme of the book. The whole book must show the unity of ideas,
with a coherent thought.
IIUM Press welcomes researchers who have an allocation to finance publishing
costs. For manuscripts submitted without funding, IIUM press will bear the cost
of publication if the manuscript is approved.
From Thesis to Research Book - A Revising Guide
Thesis components
1. PRELIMINARIES OR
FRONT MATTER
Title page

What to do

Change to research book title page:
- Title,
- Author(s) name(s) and
- IIUM Press imprint 2018
Title: try to make the title shorter and generic
Author name
- single author if the writer is IIUM staff
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-

ABSTRACT (in English,
Arabic and optionally in
Malay)

Co-author by student and the supervisor (s).
Thesis supervisor must make a significant
contribution to the revised thesis.
Remove Abstract but use the contents to develop the
Preface i.e a short write-up at the beginning of a book.
PREFACE:











Discuss how the book came about. Why did you
write it? Why did you choose the particular
subject? What was your motivation?
Give a brief description of the book. Give just
enough to get the reader interested in reading
more – a preface is an eye opener.
State the purpose of the book. You could also
describe what the reader can hope to learn by
reading the book.
Describe the journey of writing the book.
Talk about any problems that came up during the
writing and how you dealt with these trials and
tribulations.
Discuss your research process. Talk about your
sources. Why are they unique?

For theses written in Arabic, please provide us your
English version of your abstract. We need this material
to apply for ISBN and CIPs from the National Library.
APPROVAL PAGE
Remove
DECLARATION PAGE
Remove
COPYRIGHT PAGE
Follow IIUM Press Copyright page. The copy editor
will help you.
DEDICATION PAGE
Remove if it is dedicated to student’s relatives. Or
change it to a more general from the author(s).
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS If it is a co-authored book between a student and
supervisor(s), remove acknowledgements to
supervisor(s) and student’s relatives.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Thank the people who were instrumental in the
writing of your book – people who read and give
comments and input, technicians, scholarship,
research grants ect.
Depending on the level of formality of the
writing, these could range from dean, head
department, librarians, colleagues to editors to
family members.

Revise the table of content to make it shorter, list only
the chapter titles, delete all the subtitles.
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LIST OF TABLES/
FIGURES/
CASES/STATUTES etc.
LIST OF
ABBREVIATIONS/
SYMBOLS
2. BODY OF THE TEXT
BODY OF THE TEXT

3. END MATTER
BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDICES

GLOSSARY

INDEX

However, all of these subtitles can remain in all
chapters. This way, the book's content pages will look
simpler.
Remain

Remain

Text: Readable, edited and free from grammatical and
typo errors.
Illustrations:
- Make sure all illustrations from published
materials not only cited but also supported by
documents on the permission granted.
- All are clear, legible and readable.
- All are numbered according to the chapter.
- With caption and legends.
Citations:
- Remove/ minimize name dropping
- All cited materials must be listed in reference list
Change BIBLIOGRAPHY to REFERENCES
- list on only materials cited in the chapters
- with a complete bibliographic information for
each reference.
- follow a standard referencing style
Remove:
- letters to respondents, informants
- Questionnaires,
- Survey questions
- Attachments copied from published materials
- If possible, move the appendix to the relevant
chapter.
Remain (if any)
List of terminologies in alphabetical order, followed by
a brief explanation
Authors can generate index entries by using MSWord.
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