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INTRODUCTION 

 

The department of Sociology and Anthropology was established in 1990 under the auspices of 

Kulliyyah of Islamic revealed knowledge and human sciences. It offers programs of studies 

leading to B.A, M.A and Ph. D degrees in Human Sciences in Sociology and Anthropology. It 

also offers an undergraduate minor in it. 

Sociology and Anthropology play an important and almost indispensable role in the education 

of undergraduates and graduates in the family of what is generally called human or behavioural 

sciences. In the case of Muslim students, it is of much greater significance to raise their 

awareness and consciousness about the society they live in. This awareness and knowledge 

constitute the basic, substratum level information for the students to enable them to know as to 

where a society is and where it ought to be going in terms of Islamic worldview. 

Coupled with the Islamic Revealed Knowledge, it helps to liberate their minds from the 

provincialism of time, place, and circumstance. It not only truly transforms their Islamic 

imagination but also lends perspective to the social order in which they live. In this sense, no 

subject matter of higher, Islamic education is more relevant to this issue and problems of 

contemporary life that confront all individuals and societies. 

In other words, it attempts to transform societal consciousness into Islamic imagination, 

concepts, theories, and perspective with the help of revealed knowledge. Social and 

behavioural sciences need to be integrated with revealed knowledge to act as an antidote to the 

knowledge being offered in a secular garb. As viewed by us, the fundamental task of sociology 

is to acquaint our students with an understanding of such an integrated knowledge and the 

recurrences and regularities of human social realities and affairs to suggest alternative 

paradigms to enable them to become enlightened members of Ummah. 
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IIUM SONG 

 
Let’s lead the way 

Enlighten the future 

Share the wisdom 

Through the spirit of Islam 

 

Revelation and Reason 

We shall excel, we shall prevail 

Merging faith and knowledge 

We’re the Khalifah 

We’ll fulfil the Amanah 

 

Chorus: 

Together, 

We make the world a better place 

Forever,  

Expand the culture of Iqra’ 

IIUM 

Is to realise, the meaning off… 

Rahmatan li’l-Alamin 

 

Together, 

We make the world a better place 

Forever,  

Expand the culture of Iqra’ 

IIUM 

Is to realise, the meaning off… 

Mercy to all the worlds 

For all mankind 
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VISION 

 

To be an excellent study centre in the integration of Islamic knowledge and scientific study of 

human societies while ensuring the preservation of Maqasid Shari’ah and sustainable societal 

development  

 

 

MISSION 

 

To develop the department as an excellent centre of sociological and anthropological learning 

imbued with Islamic values and principles as reflected in teaching, research, publication and 

community engagement 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

1. An awareness and understanding about the principle, perspectives and the basic 

structure that underlie human societies and the resultant outcomes of such structuring 

and patterning. 

2. To identify the main forces that holds societies together or weaken them, and to learn 

the conditions that transform social and cultural life. 

3. An insight into the nature and basic human collectivity as embodied in the Islamic 

sources of knowledge. 

4. The ability to apply Divine Guidance to understand human groups, collectivities and 

societies, and how to change them into more effective social entities by applying 

integrating revealed knowledge with contemporary sociological and anthropological 

knowledge. 

5. Ability to think critically, analytically, and creatively. 

6. To produce professionally trained teachers and researchers who are equipped and 

imbued with Islamic values and norms and academic excellence. 

7. To strengthen and instil the basic philosophy of education of our university which is 

based on an integration of Revealed knowledge and Human sciences. 
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GOALS 

 

FOR THE STUDENTS 

• To provide students with professional skills in sociology and anthropology imbued with 

Islamic values. 

• To produce graduates who can think critically, analytically, and creatively about 

society. 

• To expose students to Islamically oriented programs. 

• To expose students to social community works in line with the Ummatic vision. 

• To allow students to experience a rigorous curriculum involving methodological, 

theoretical, experiential, and substantive training aimed at enhancing critical thinking, 

social awareness, and a globally oriented conception of human social reality.  

• To provide a sound foundation such that students can understand and manage problems 

affecting man and society. 

 

FOR THE COMMUNITY 

 

• To share with the local community the intellectual activities that used be discussed 

within the wall of the university through public talks, forums and lectures, in places 

outside of campus.  

• To establish connections with professional communities around the globe in related 

academic cooperation through a memorandum of agreement (MOAs) or memorandum 

of Understanding (MOUs) 

 

FOR THE KNOWLEDGE 

• The ability to apply Divine Guidance to understand human groups, collectivities and 

societies and how to change them into more effective social entities by applying to 

integrate revealed knowledge with contemporary sociological and anthropological 

knowledge. 

• To give an insight into the nature and basis of human collectivity as embodied in the 

Islamic sources of knowledge. 
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DEPARTMENT OF Sociology and Anthropology 

 academic members 

 

DR NORASIKIN BASIR, HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 

B.HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), B. IRKH in Fiqh and Usul Fiqh (IIUM), 

MHSSA (IIUM), PhD (USM) 

Specialisation: 

Social Science ~ Social Issues and Problems ~ Criminology - juvenile delinquency, deviance 

and crime, social control, family and marriage issues 

Email: norasikin@iium.edu.my 

Phone: 03-64216100/6101 

Room: 5.08 (Level 5, HS Building) 

 

ASSOC. PROF. DR NOOR AZLAN MOHD NOOR 

B.A in Sociology and Anthropology (UM), Master in Medical Anthropology (UM), PhD 

(University of Kent) 

Specialisation: 

Social Science ~ Anthropology ~ Social and Cultural Anthropology - Socio-legal Studies 

Email: noorazlan@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216110 

Room: 2.71 (Level 2, HS Building) 

 

ASSOC. PROF. DR. HAZIZAN MOHD NOON 

BA (Hons) (UM), master’s in theology (King’s College University of London), PhD 

(University of Edinburgh) 

Specialisation: 

Islamization of Knowledge, Islamic perspective of Sociology and Anthropology, Muslims 

and issues on Muslim societies. 

Email: hazizan@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216106 

Room: 2.12 (Level 2, HS Building) 

 

ASSOC. PROF. DR. ROHAIZA ROKIS 

B. HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), Master of Science in Applied Social 

Research (University of Stirling), PhD (University of Bristol) 

Specialisation: 

Social Science ~ Sociology ~ Sociology of Work, Sociology of Education (Including Youth 

Work, Identity, Gender, Social Class, Changing Contexts and Forms of Education) 

Email: rohaiza@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216109 

Room: 5.43 (Level 5, HS Building) 

 

mailto:norasikin@iium.edu.my
mailto:noorazlan@iium.edu.my
mailto:hazizan@iium.edu.my
mailto:rohaiza@iium.edu.my
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ASSOC. PROF. DR. NURAZZURA MOHAMAD DIAH 

B. HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), B. IRKH in Usuluddin and Comparative 

Religion (IIUM), MHSSA (IIUM), PhD (University of Western Australia) 

Specialisation: 

Social Science ~ Social Science ~ Anthropology ~ Social and Cultural Anthropology - 

women's health (menopause, pap smear), healthcare, education and reproductive health, 

youth, disability & minority (Orang Asli) health, beauty & body image. 

Email: nurazzura@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216112 

Room: 4.055 (Level 4, HS Building) 

 

DR NOR AZLIN TAJUDDIN 

B. HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), Master of Science in Social Research 

Method (University of Surrey), PhD in Anthropology (University of Western Australia) 

Specialisation:  

Social Science ~ Sociology ~ Environmental Sociology – water - Quantitative and Qualitative 

Research Methods 

Social Science ~ Anthropology ~ Ecological Anthropology – water - Urban Anthropology – 

environment 

Email: azlintaj@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216114 

Room: 5.15 (Level 5, HS Building) 

 

DR SZARIANNIE SULAIMAN 

B.HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), MHSSA (IIUM), PhD (IIUM) 

Specialisation: 

Social Science ~ Social Science ~ Anthropology – Sociology, change and development study, 

medical sociology, Islamization of social science. 

Email: sza@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216047 

Room: 4.074 (Level 4, HS Building) 

 

 

DR NOR AISAH AREFF 

B.HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), MHSSA (IIUM), PhD (UKM) 

Specialisation:  

Social Science ~ Social Science ~ Sociology ~ Social Gerontology, Social Stratification, 

inequality studies. 

Email: aisah@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216115 

Room: 5.09 (Level 5, HS Building) 

 

 

 

mailto:nurazzura@iium.edu.my
mailto:azlintaj@iium.edu.my
mailto:sza@iium.edu.my
mailto:aisah@iium.edu.my
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DR SH FATIMAH AL ZAHRAH SYED HUSSEIN AL ATTAS 

B.HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), PhD (Victoria University of Wellington) 

Specialisation: 

Social Science ~ Sociology ~ Sociology of family and marriage, phenomenology, 

sociological theory 

Email: fatimahalattas@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216105 

Room: 4.070 (Level 4, HS Building) 

 

DATO’ YAHYA AWANG 

B. Social Science (USM), Master of Social Science (Urban & Regional Studies) (University 

of Birmingham) 

Specialisation: 

Economics, Business and Management ~ Economics, Business And Management ~ 

Economics/Applied Economics ~ Urban and Regional Economics, Malay studies, ethnic 

relation 

Email: yahyaawang@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216140 

Room: 4.110 (Level 4, HS Building) 

 

DR IYAD M EID 

B.HSc in Sociology and Anthropology (IIUM), MHSSA (IIUM), PhD (IIUM) 

Specialisation: 

Social Science ~ Social Science ~ Anthropology – Sociology, development study, population 

studies, migration, sociological theory. 

Email: iyad@iium.edu.my  

Phone: 03-64216117 

Room: 5.39 (Level 5, HS Building) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fatimahalattas@iium.edu.my
mailto:yahyaawang@iium.edu.my
mailto:iyad@iium.edu.my
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENT FOR BACHELOR OF HUMAN 

SCIENCES (IN SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY) 

 

Summary of Credit hours requirement: 

NO COMPONENT REVISED 

A University Required Courses 20 

B Core Courses Kulliyyah Required Courses 18 
78 

 Department Required Courses 60 

C Electives 30 

TOTAL CREDITS 128 

 

 

A UNIVERSITY REQUIRED COURSES (20 CREDIT HOURS) 

NO CODE COURSE TITLE CREDIT  REMARKS 

1 UNGS 1301 Basic Philosophy and Islamic Worldview 3 

 
2 UNGS 1201 

Sustainable Development: Issues, Policies and 

Practices 
2 

3 LMBD 1131 Bahasa Melayu 1* 1 

4 LMBD 1132 Bahasa Melayu 2* 1 

5 CCUB 1061 Usrah 1 0.5 Pass/ Fail 

6 CCUB 1062 Usrah 2 0.5 Pass/ Fail 

7 CCFM 2052 Family Management 0.5 
 

8 CCLM 2051 Leadership 0.5 

9 CCSS 

1010/2010/3010 

Skill 1 0.5 Pass/ Fail 

10 Skill 2 0.5 Pass/ Fail 

11 LEED 1301 English for Academic Writing 3  

12 TQTD 1002 Tilawah Al-Qur’an 1 0.5 Pass/ Fail 

13 TQTD 2002 Tilawah Al-Qur’an 2 0.5 Pass/ Fail 

14 LQAD 1003 
Introduction to Arabic for Quranic 

Understanding 1 

0.5 

 15 LQAD 2003 
Introduction to Arabic for Quranic 
Understanding 2 

0.5 

16 UNGS 2380 Ethics and Fiqh of Contemporary Issues 3 

17 UNGS 2290 Knowledge and Civilization in Islam 2 

18 CCUB 2163 Usrah in Action 1 (SD: Community profiling) 1 Pass/ Fail 

19 CCUB 3164 Usrah in Action 2 1 Pass/ Fail 

TOTAL 20  

*Note: These two courses are for non-Malay speaking students. 

 

CORE COURSES (Common core) 
PRE-REQUISITE 

CREDIT 

HOURS 

1 Kulliyyah Required courses  18 

 

SOCA 4991 Industrial Training 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2999, 
SOCA 3400 

6 

 
SOCA 4994 Final Year Project I 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2999 
3 
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SOCA 4995 Final Year Project II 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 
1050, SOCA 2999, 

SOCA 3999 

3 

 Any introductory RK course  3 

 Any introductory RK course  3 

  

2 Department Required courses (Core major)  60 

NO COURSE 

CODE 

COURSE TITLE 
PRE-REQUISITE 

CREDIT 

HOURS 

1 SOCA 1010 Introduction to Sociology - 3 

2 SOCA 1050 Introduction to Anthropology - 3 

3 SOCA 2020 Sociological and Anthropological Theory I - 3 

4 SOCA 2110 Sociology of Family and Marriage - 3 

5 SOCA 2810 Deviance and Society SOCA 1010 3 

6 SOCA 2999 Research Methodology I SOCA 1010 3 

7 SOCA 3020 
Sociological and Anthropological Theory II 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2020 
3 

8 SOCA 3140 
Ethnic Relations and Identity in Malaysia 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050 
3 

9 SOCA 3330 Sociology of Political Behaviour SOCA 1010 3 

10 SOCA 3580 
Malaysian Society and Culture 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050 
3 

11 SOCA 3400 Work and Organisation SOCA 1010 3 

12 SOCA 3670 
Environment and Society 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2020 
3 

13 SOCA 3740 
Social Stratification and Inequality 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2020 
3 

14 SOCA 3810 Islamic Perspective of Sociology and 

Anthropology 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2020 
3 

15 SOCA 3999 
Research Methodology II 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2999 
3 

16 SOCA 4400 
Economy and Society 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2999 
3 

17 SOCA 4460 
Social Gerontology 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050,  
3 

18 SOCA 4520 
Social Anthropology 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050, SOCA 2999 
3 

19 SOCA 4612 
Society and Technological Change 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050 
3 

20 SOCA 4993 
Medical Sociology and Anthropology 

SOCA 1010, SOCA 

1050 
3 

 

ELECTIVES CREDIT HOURS 

1 Open Electives (Any courses within the University)  

*Prerequisites may apply 

30 

NO COURSE CODE COURSE TITLE CREDIT HOURS 

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    
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8    

9    

10    

 

 

MINOR 
CREDIT 

HOURS 

1 Courses for students who want to minor in Sociology & Anthropology 30 

NO COURSE 

CODE 

COURSE TITLE PRE-REQUISITE CREDIT 

HOURS 

1 SOCA 1010 Introduction to Sociology - 3 

2 SOCA 1050 Introduction to Anthropology - 3 

3 SOCA 2020 Sociological and Anthropological Theory 

I 

- 
3 

4 SOCA 2110 Sociology of Family and Marriage - 3 

5 SOCA 2810 Deviance and Society SOCA 1010 3 

6 SOCA 3580 
Malaysian Society and Culture 

SOCA 1010, S0CA 

1050 
3 

7 SOCA 3810 Islamic Perspective of Sociology and 
Anthropology 

SOCA 1010, S0CA 
1050, SOCA 2020 

3 

8 SOCA 3440 Work and Organisation SOCA 1010 3 

9 SOCA 4520 
Social Anthropology 

SOCA 1010, S0CA 

1050, SOCA 2999 
3 

10 SOCA 4612 
Society and Technological Change 

SOCA 1010, S0CA 

1050, 
3 

 

 

OTHER COURSES IN THE SOCA DEPARTMENT 
CREDIT 

HOURS 

   33 

NO 
COURSE 

CODE 
COURSE TITLE PRE-REQUISITE 

CREDIT 

HOURS 

1 SOCA 3550 Social Change and Development - 3 

2 SOCA 3600 Gender and Society - 3 

3 SOCA 3632 Youth and Society - 3 

4 SOCA 3910 Law, Culture and Society - 3 

5 SOCA 3990 Revelation and Society - 3 

6 SOCA 4030 Contemporary Muslim Society - 3 

7 SOCA 4110 Population and Society - 3 

8 SOCA 4210 Sociology of Education - 3 

9 SOCA 4310 Islamic Ideology and Muslim Society - 3 

10 SOCA 4720 Issues in Ethnography - 3 

11 SOCA 4850 Malaysian Development and Social Policy - 3 
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PROPOSED PROGRAM STRUCTURE FOR BACHELOR OF HUMAN 

SCIENCES IN SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY  

(STUDY PLAN 201…. AND ABOVE - 128 CREDIT HOURS) 

 

SEMESTER 1 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 1010 Introduction to Sociology 3 

SOCA 1050 Introduction to Anthropology 3 

SOCA 2020 Sociological and Anthropological Theory I 3 

UNGS 1301 Basic Philosophy and Islamic Worldview 3 

UNGS 1201 
Sustainable Development: Issues, Policies and 

Practices 
2 

CCUB 1061 Usrah 1 0.5 

LEED 1301 English for Academic Writing 3 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 17.5 

 

SEMESTER 2 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 2110 Sociology of Family and Marriage 3 

SOCA 2810 Deviance and Society 3 

SOCA 2999 Research Methodology I 3 

ANY INTRODUCTORY RK COURSE 1 3 

CCUB 1062 Usrah 2 0.5 

TQTD 1002 Tilawah Al-Qur’an 1 0.5 

LQAD 1003 
Introduction to Arabic For Quranic 

Understanding 1 

0.5 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 1 3 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 16.5 

 

SEMESTER 3 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 3020 Sociological and Anthropological Theory Ii 3 

SOCA 3140 Ethnic Relations and Identity In Malaysia 3 

SOCA 3330 Sociology of Political Behaviour 3 

UNGS 2380 Ethics and Fiqh Of Contemporary Issues 3 

ANY INTRODUCTORY RK COURSE 2 3 

TQTD 2002 Tilawah Al-Qur’an 2 0.5 

LQAD 2003 
Introduction to Arabic for Quranic 

Understanding 2 

0.5 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 16 
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SEMESTER 4 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 3580 Malaysian Society and Culture 3 

SOCA 3400 Work and Organisation 3 

CCFM 2052 Family Management 0.5 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 2 3 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 3 3 

UNGS 2290 Knowledge and Civilization In Islam 2 

CCSS 1010/2010/3010 Skill 1 0.5 

   

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 15 

 

SEMESTER 5 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 3670 Environment and Society 3 

SOCA 3740 Social Stratification and Inequality 3 

SOCA 3810 Islamic Perspective of Sociology And 

Anthropology 
3 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 4 3 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 5 3 

CCLM 2051 Leadership 0.5 

CCSS 1010/2010/3010 Skill 2 0.5 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 16 

 

SEMESTER 6 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 4994 Final Year Project I 3 

SOCA 3999 Research Methodology II 3 

SOCA 4400 Economy and Society 3 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 6 3 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 7 3 

CCUB 2163 Usrah In Action 1 (SD: Community Profiling) 1 

   

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 16 

 

SHORT SEMESTER  

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 1010 Industrial Training 6 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 6 
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SEMESTER 7 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 4460 Social Gerontology 3 

SOCA 4520 Social Anthropology 3 

SOCA 4995  Final Year Project II  

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 8 3 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 9 3 

CCUB 3164 Usrah In Action 2 1 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 16 

 

SEMESTER 8 

COURSE CODE COURSE NAME CREDIT HOUR 

SOCA 4612 Society and Technological Change 3 

SOCA 4993 Medical Sociology and Anthropology 3 

ANY OPEN ELECTIVE/DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSE 10 3 

TOTAL CREDIT HOURS 9 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

DEPARTMENT REQUIRED COURSES 

 

SOCA 1010: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY 

This course seeks to provide a preliminary knowledge of sociological    concepts, theories, 

methods and their applications. It is a prerequisite for students who want to specialize in 

sociology. The course discusses various substantive areas related to this academic discipline 

as a scientific study of society. 

 

SOCA 1050: INTRODUCTION TO ANTHROPOLOGY 

General introduction to anthropology and its other substantive areas like physical and social 

anthropology. Apart from studying society and culture from Anthropological perspectives, 

the course also examines the impact of technological change on traditional societies. 

Attempts at defining Islamic anthropology will also be introduced. 

 

SOCA 2020: SOCIOLOGICAL AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY I 

This course deals with the main trends and issues of social thought from ancient to modern 

period. It examines the various variables about the human and society. It enables students to 

understand the changes that took place in human thinking. It further discusses the Islamic 

bases of sociological perspectives and the worldview with particular reference to Tawhidic 

paradigm. It also explains sociological thought of early Muslim thinkers to understand 

Muslim reaction to social issues and develop an Islamic perspective of social realities. 

 

SOCA 2110: SOCIOLOGY OF FAMILY AND MARRIAGE 

This course is a sociological study and analysis of marriage and family life. It examines 

concepts, theories, and issues related to marriage and family from the Western and Islamic 

perspectives. The factors that influence individual’s marital and familial behaviour and the 

complex relationships between singlehood, marriage and family with the larger society are 

also explored. In addition, the course also examines the impact of family structure, parenting 

practices and family issues on both physical and human development processes and vice-

versa. 

 

SOCA 2810: DEVIANCE AND SOCIETY 

This course has been designed to demonstrate an understanding of concepts and theories of 

deviance and crime and its relationship in the study of sociology and anthropology. The 

course prepares its students able to relate the sociological concepts and theories in analyzing 

crimes and deviance in the society. Students will be exposed to typologies of deviance and 

crime in explaining issues related to the impact of deviance and crime on social behavior. 

The study highlights the issue on deviance and crime control from the Islamic perspective. 

 

SOCA 2999: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY I 

This course has been designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of quantitative and 

qualitative research methods which include concepts such as theoretical framework, 

variables, hypotheses, measurement, validity and reliability. The course will prepare students 

to produce a research proposal in the field of linguistics and literature. Ethical and Islamic 

concerns of research methodology will also be highlighted. 
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SOCA 3020: SOCIOLOGICAL AND ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY II 

This course deals with sociological theories of Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Pareto and Mead. 

Special emphasis is placed on the critical analysis of these sociological theories from an 

Islamic point of view. The methodological issues and the major themes of these theories are 

included. In addition, it discusses the social concepts and sociological views of a Muslim 

thinker Shah Waliullah with particular reference to ummatic problems. 

 

SOCA 3140: ETHNIC RELATIONS AND IDENTITY IN MALAYSIA 

This course attempts to analyse and understand some of the problems and challenges of 

ethnic relations and identity in Malaysia. The problems of ethnicity, ethnic relations and 

identity are of great concern to many scholars in Malaysia because they are ever present in 

our daily lives and are often regarded as the biggest threats to integration, nation-building 

and most of all national unity. Malaysian scholars are agreed that after more than fifty years 

of national independence the ethnic relations situation in Malaysia is not improving but 

deteriorating. The problems are further complicated by the nature of development and the 

manner it is implemented in the country. 

 

SOCA 3330: SOCIOLOGY OF POLITICAL BEHAVIOUR 

This course is a study of polity as a political institution. It studies the development of various 

political systems based on broad sociological theories. In addition, it discusses some of the 

above concepts and issues from an Islamic perspective. In brief, it emphasizes the impact of 

sociological variables on politics and the entire spectrum of political behaviour. 

 

SOCA 3400: WORK AND ORGANISATION 

The course studies the relationship between work, employment and organisation in 

contemporary societies. It basically deals with the definitions, concepts, theories and cultural 

meanings of work and work relations at organisational settings. Deriving from the issues of 

the structural and individual problems arising from the scarcity of work resources, this course 

incorporates leadership and entrepreneurial components to serve as innovative-based 

practical strategies. The Islamic perspective is also applied to emphasise on work ethics as 

well as the social appropriateness of organisational and institutional behaviours. 
 

SOCA 3580: MALAYSIAN SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

An intensive study of the Malaysian society beginning with pre-Islamic periods. Study will 

include Malaya under colonialism. In addition, survey will include selective study of Malay 

institutions like marriage, family, religion, social stratification, and issues relating to stability 

and change in contemporary Malaysian society and culture. 

 

SOCA 3670: ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIETY 

The course is a study of socio-cultural adaptations to the larger natural environment. It 

explores anthropological and sociological concepts, theories and approaches in relation to 

human- environment interactions. Selected environmental issues such as climate change, 

water pollution and conservation and sustainable development will be discussed from several 

perspectives. A central theme that is embedded in this course is that the environmental issues 

faced by human beings are almost always profoundly social issues as well. To broaden 

students’ perspectives, the course will also look at Islamic principles of environmental ethics 

and values. 
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SOCA 3740: SOCIAL STRATIFICATION AND INEQUALITY 

The course deals with the basic concepts of social stratification and inequalities in our social 

lives. The main aim of this course is to expose students to the forms and dimensions of social 

stratification from the Western as well as Islamic perspectives. It also highlights important 

issues of social stratification in various countries around the world. 

 

SOCA 3810: ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVE OF SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY 

This course provides a critical introduction to sociological and anthropological knowledge 

from Islamic perspective. It analyses the development, contents and nature of conventional 

sociology and anthropology with a view of highlighting its strengths and limitations. This is 

done to explore the gap and missing dimensions in the current study of society and man and 

how Islam can offer input and alternative/additional perspective for understanding and 

analysing various social and human issues. This effort is hoped to enrich students’ 

comprehension of such social/human sciences. Overall, the course tries to answer the WHY, 

WHAT and HOW questions of IPSA. Its contents thus include discussion of Islam as a 

comprehensive way of life with emphasis on its nature and worldview of Tawḥīd which 

shapes one’s concept of realities including social reality. It also compares the concept of 

society based on conventional Western paradigm particularly with regard to its 

understanding of the nature and bases of social organsation with Islamic concept of society 

which emphasises the nature and purpose of man’s creation and human collectivity. In 

addition, Islamic concept of knowledge is taught to enable students to understand the way 

Islam perceive and treat knowledge. This strategy is hoped to be able to explain directly and 

indirectly the Islamic understanding of social system and its structural features including 

family structure. Having equipped with such an Islamic paradigm, students are trained to 

understand and analyse selected sociological and anthropological themes and issues such as 

social change and development and marriage and family based on that religious paradigm 

particularly by relating it to the current condition of Muslim societies and their problems. 

The basic concept of Islamisation of sociology and anthropology is also briefly introduced. 

In dealing with various topics and issues, the course draws its resources from different 

sources including the Divine revelation, the Muslim intellectual heritage, modern sociology 

and anthropology and others. 

 

SOCA 3999: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY II 

The course is a practical application of the concepts and research design learned in Research 

Methodology I with the emphasis on data collection, data analysis and report writing. It will 

be conducted primarily in the computer lab. Students will use software particularly SPSS for 

their data analysis procedure. Students will also conduct in-depth interviews for their group 

qualitative research project. The course will prepare students to produce a final research 

report in the field of sociology/anthropology.  

 

SOCA 4400: ECONOMY AND SOCIETY 

This course deals with the study of economic behaviour. It attempts to analyse the nature of 

relationship between sociology and economic system and the complex relationship between 

economy and social structure. It also studies the impact of economic development on Muslim 

society with special reference to Malaysia. 
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SOCA 4460: SOCIAL GERONTOLOGY 

This course deals with the problem of the aged as a result of industrialisation, urbanisation 

and demographic changes. It concerns with the impacts of aging and the aged on the family, 

economy, religion, health and other social institutions. 

 

SOCA 4520: SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY 

This course examines the status of social anthropology and relationships with other social 

sciences. Additional emphasis will be placed on social organisation, religion, economy, 

leadership and tribal life. Selected theories, including evolutionary theories and pattern and 

psychological schools will be discussed. 

 

SOCA 4612: SOCIETY AND TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE 

The course examines the nature of relationship between society, technological change, and 

its problems. In addition, it emphasizes the impact of technological change on social systems, 

social institutions and the role of science, technology and religion. 

 

SOCA 4993: MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY 

This course provides an overview of the field of medical anthropology and sociology. It 

emphasizes concepts, theories, methods and applications related to illness and health. In 

addition, it examines the health care delivery systems in various cultures. It offers Islamic 

perspective on illness and health. 

 

 

KULLIYYAH REQUIRED COURSES 

 

SOCA 4991: INDUSTRIAL TRAINING 

This work-based learning course is designed to provide interns (students) with opportunities 

to apply sociological and anthropological knowledge and skills in a work setting that requires 

students to relate themselves in a multicultural and economically diverse environment. It 

allows interns to develop work-related knowledge and skills while having the time to explore 

career opportunities and enhancing their personal development and self-assessment. Interns 

are required to undergo training in a workplace for at least 12-weeks during Semester 3. 

Throughout the internship period, interns are required to have frequent communication with 

their academic supervisor and supervisor at the host company/agency/organization. 

Throughout the 12-weeks internship interns are expected to main regular working hours at 

the host company/agency/organization that they are attached to it. 
 

SOCA 4994: FINAL YEAR PROJECT I 

This course requires the implementation of sociological/anthropological knowledge learnt 

in various theoretical and methodological classes in the previous semesters. Students will 

choose their topic with the approval of the supervisor/department in preparing a research 

proposal. The research project may be in the field of theories, methods, or issues relevant to 

sociological/anthropological inquiries. Specifically, it involves planning, designing, and 

conducting literature review in order to achieve the objectives. At the end of the course, 

students produce a research proposal to the approved standard.  
 

SOCA 4995: FINAL YEAR PROJECT II 

This course is a continuation of FYP1 in enhancing students’ abilities and skills in 

completing a scientific research project based on their area of interest. Students will 
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concentrate on the execution of the research proposal produced in FYP1. Specifically, 

students will collect data, analyze and write final report under the supervision of a designated 

academic staff. The written final research report must follow guidelines of the approved 

standard. Embedded in the course is the dimension of workload/time management as 

students need to complete a large and relatively “less structured” subject over the course of 

a semester. 
 

 

DEPARTMENT ELECTIVE COURSES 

 

SOCA 3550: SOCIAL CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT 

This course is a sociological study of change and development as central concepts. Topics 

include a clear, in depth analysis of change and development as cause and effect as well as 

process and product, perspectives, directions, processes, sources, patterns and consequences 

of change and development. In addition, it also examines   development   strategies in 

selected countries. Islamic perspective on change and development will be a key element in 

this course. 

 

SOCA 3600: GENDER AND SOCIETY 

This course elaborates the impact of gender and gender relations on a range of discourses 

embedded within cultures, identities and global histories. It provides a quality education 

that emphasizes analytic and writing skills, qualitative research methods, and a historical and 

transnational understanding of social inequalities. It also integrates feminist pedagogical 

approaches through close engagement with a broad variety of theories, case studies, media 

and technology. The core courses address the concepts of gender and knowledge through a 

range of topics such as freedom and liberty, social movements, masculinities, work and 

leisure, politics of social justice, intersectionality, colonial and sexual violence, and visual 

culture and citizenship. In its final stage, this course includes discussions on gender issues 

based on Islamic inputs and contexts. 

 

 

SOCA 3632: YOUTH AND SOCIETY 

This course deals with concepts, theories and the nature of relationship between youth and 

society. Additional emphasis will be placed on the socialisation of youth, youth and 

education, youth at work and youth culture. The problems of youth in contemporary society 

and how some of these problems can be solved will be examined from the Islamic 

perspective. 

 

SOCA 3910: LAW, CULTURE AND SOCIETY 

This course is explicitly contextual and socio-legal in approach. It provides a broad overview 

of the legal issues both in anthropological and sociological perspectives. The perspectives 

include issues relating to comparative study of law, legal institutions, and other modes of 

dispute processing and regulation, in both contemporary and historical societies. Ultimately, 

the course will promote an adoption of a detached, inquisitive, and critical, that is to say, 

anthropological and sociological perspectives on the contemporary legal systems, and 

focusing both on its cultural underpinnings, on the complications which arise in its operation 

within a society of increasing ethnic diversity. 
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SOCA 3990: REVELATION AND SOCIETY 

This course discusses the role of the Divine revelation as the main source of knowledge. In 

particular it concerns with understanding social reality, phenomena and issues from based 

on the Al-Qur’ān and the Sunnah. It first explains the function of Divine revelation as the 

source of knowledge in Islam. This includes the discussion of the concept of knowledge in 

Islam (Islamic epistemology). It then looks at various social and sociological issues in the 

light of Divine revelation. Finally, it analyses selected Qur’anic verses pertaining to relevant 

sociological issues. 

 

SOCA 4030: CONTEMPORARY MUSLIM SOCIETY 

This course provides a sociological analysis of selected Muslim societies, their histories, and 

current problems. Patterns of convergence with and divergence from Islamic norms are 

considered throughout the course. The course starts with defining Contemporary Muslim 

society including the various terms used for Muslim society and its characteristics. This is 

followed by study of selected issues in various domains like education, economics and 

others. Study of Muslims in selected countries are then treated under case studies. 

 

SOCA 4110: POPULATION AND SOCIETY 

This course examines concepts, theories, and issues on population and demographic change. 

Topics include fertility, mortality, migration and population policies in different countries. 

It also discusses the impact of population change on society and the variations in the 

population events in Muslim and non-Muslim societies. Population problems of Malaysia 

are also discussed. 

 

SOCA 4210: SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

The course will study in some depth the relationships between education and society and 

focus on education as an agency of social control and social change. Issues of concern in 

Malaysia will also be highlighted. 

 

SOCA 4310: ISLAMIC IDEOLOGY AND MUSLIM SOCIETY 

This course is an intensive study on the major components of Islamic worldview and 

paradigm and its relationship and sociological implications for Muslim societies. Special 

emphasis is given to Tawhidic paradigm as both experience and worldview. A special feature 

of this course is survey of Muslim societies in order to find the gap that presently exists 

between the Islamic ideals and the Muslim social realities. 

 

SOCA 4720: ISSUES IN ETHNOGRAPHY 

This course focuses on the diversity and the mosaic of Malaysian society. Topics include: 

socio-cultural systems of major ethnic and religious groups;  and social structure and 

problems of selected Malaysian tribal communities. 

 

SOCA 4850: MALAYSIAN DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL POLICY 

The course examines the normative and theoretical bases of social policy, as well as the 

nature of relationship to society and development. Several issues pertaining to social policy 

and development from Malaysia, comparative and Islamic perspectives will be discussed. 

 

 

 


