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WORK WITH PASSION

EDITORIAL
Dear IIUM Community, 

Assalamualaikum.

It is indeed a great pleasure to present to you the latest 
issue of Al-Misbah, the IIUM online newsletter. This 
e-newsletter contains articles and provides an update 
of the activities on the campus that occurred mainly in 
July-December 2017. We hope you will enjoy reading 
the success stories and achievements of IIUM staff 
and students.

We would like to thank those who have contributed 
to this issue and, more importantly, we look forward 
to receiving more materials for future issues of 
Al-Misbah. 

I seize this opportunity to thank the Editor who has 
worked hard to ensure that this newsletter is published 
free from error and inaccuracy. 

Please feel free to give us feedback for possible 
improvements and send pertinent information with 
photos for inclusion in our forthcoming issues. 

I wish you all the very best!

Prof. Dr. Ainul Jaria Maidin
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IIUM will continue to adapt, evolve and respond to the 
challenges in research and academia in the global 
context. In our efforts to meet the needs of globalisation, 
we will not compromise on our basic premises. That 
is to say, the academic and research endeavours at 
IIUM will continue to place at the forefront its students’ 
development and the economic and social growth of 
the community. 

As the Rector, I appreciate and recognise that the entire 
IIUM community represents many different talents and 
expertise. While the academics and researchers hold 
the main responsibility for ensuring quality in education 
and research, the drive to excellence requires the 
cumulative support of everyone on campus. Let us all 
work together to help shape the eco-system that would 
propel the university and its community to greater 
heights.

IIUM must be prepared to address the socio-economic, 
political and other challenges faced by the ummah and 
offer practical solutions. Since IIUM has embraced the 
task of nurturing and preparing Muslim youth for future 
leadership roles, we as staff of this institution have to 
increase our efforts professionally so that these future 
leaders of the ummah can be best nurtured through a 
conducive and stimulating learning environment.
 
For the last 35 years, IIUM has endeavored to groom 
future Muslim leaders through programs of student 
mobility, volunteerism, debate culture, collective 
spiritual activities and teamwork on top of rigorous 
academic work. The responsibilities of each IIUM 
staff, both academic and administrative, are critical for 
ensuring the collective benefit of humanity. Through 
the realization of how each of us should perform our 
duties and responsibilities, we will go a long way in 
transforming society and creating a brighter future.

In 2018 we hope to ensure that our activities are 
designed to provide students and staff of IIUM with 
opportunities to acquire real-life experiences and skills 
through mobility and exchange programs. Through 
such exposures, students and staff can chart the future 
of the world.
 
In Malaysia in particular, the national economic and 
social blueprint of TN50 calls for its citizens who are in 
tune with challenges of the digital era to be equipped 
with sound religious, moral and cultural foregrounding. 
Formal education in the classroom alone could not 
adequately provide students with these traits. It has to 
be complemented with interaction with people of other 
cultural persuasions and viewpoints.

May Allah continue to shower us 
with His Blessings!

Asssalamualaikum.

IIUM is now 35 years old. Since its establishment, the 
university has produced many prominent graduates who 
have been serving Malaysia as well as various other 
countries of the world. Over the years it has developed 
into a specialised institution of higher learning where 
we offer our students an enriching experience and 
provide them with an integrated knowledge, as they 
are exposed to both conventional and Islamic aspects 
of education.

However, the speed at which industry and the global 
community are evolving presents a distinctively complex 
challenge for higher education and the academics. As 
global boundaries continue to crumble, the spectrum 
and complexity of the challenges that arise today 
requires individuals who are well-grounded in different 
fields of knowledge and are able to actively adapt to the 
fast changing environment. The learning experience is 
further enhanced by an integrated learning system to 
provide for a well-rounded education. 

IIUM will continue to explore to the fullest the potential 
present in this region and harness the economic, social, 
cultural, and environmental resources for sustainable 
development and socioeconomic change that would 
benefit not only the Muslims but humanity as a whole. 

RECTOR'S
FOREWORD
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ISTAC to 
Study Malay
World and 
Islamic 
Civilisation

In his speech at the launching ceremony, the Deputy 
Prime Minister said that the Malay world is an 
important element in Islamic civilization, because it 
had created a unique Islamic identity that is culturally 
different from the Arab world and West Asia.

He added that “with the spirit of Wihdatul Fikrah, 
ISTAC can flourish and excel even with differing 
opinions and worldviews amongst its academics and 
scholars.”

Present at the launching ceremony were Special 
Adviser to the Malaysian Government on socio-
cultural matters and President of IIUM Tan Sri Dr. 
Rais Yatim, and IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. 
Zaleha Kamarudin.

In his speech, IIUM President Tan Sri Rais Yatim 
said that “ISTAC will be remiss in its duty if studies 
of the Malay world are not part of its focus on Islamic 
civilizations.”

The Institute, he said, would embark on research 
on Islam, contemporary Islam, as well as 
acknowledgement of the Malay world’s role in creating 
a unique brand of Islamic identity and culture.

To finance the new ISTAC with its programs, Tan Sri 
Rais said an endowment fund would be set up with 
the target of RM10 million to be allocated for the first 
phase of research at the centre.

By Liana Zulkifli

GOMBAK, 30 October 2017: The International 
Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilisation (ISTAC) 
will now include the study of the Malay world as part 
of its objective to become a renowned centre for the 
learning of Islamic civilazations.

Deputy Prime Minister Dato’ Seri Dr. Zahid Hamidi 
emphasized this  at an official launch of the rebranding 
of ISTAC. With this rebranding ISTAC would inspire 
to bring an integration of balanced knowledge and 
civilisational research in the future.
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“RELIGION MUST BE A FORCE FOR GOOD” 
– KHAIRY JAMALUDDIN

By Najmi Mamat

GOMBAK, 20 November 2017: Islam plays a big role as 
a religion to be reckoned with “as a force for good”, said 
Youth and Sports Minister, Brig. Jen Khairy Jamaluddin.

“Most of us may think this is an obvious thing, but it is 
not obvious to everybody as for some people, religion is 
a force for evil because they use religion wrongfully and 
to perpetrate sinful acts against other people.”

Khairy Jamaluddin highlighted this issue in his opening 
address when officiating a forum entitled ‘Towards the 
Renaissance of Muslim Future Thinkers: Vision TN50 of 
Malaysia’ that was held at IIUM main campus.

Reminding the audience that suicide bombing is not 
Islamic in any way, Khairy said that the perpetrators 
have used the term ‘Islam’ as an excuse to inflict harm.

He said, “Islam is a force for good because our religion 
teaches us to be good fundamentally. There is nothing 
in the teachings of our religion that justify terrorism, 
murder, persecution, xenophobia and the mistreatment 
of minorities.”

“Islam is a religion of justice, and we believe that socio-
economic justice is our foundation. We must strive to do 
good on a daily basis; even we are required to compete 
with each other to do good.”

The Youth and Sports Minister further highlighted that 
the Transformasi Nasional 2050 (TN50) is the road map 
for the next 30 years to anticipate the demographic 
changes of young Muslim thinkers and to create a 
better world for all.

“It is certainly not an unachievable dream to see the 
Muslim civilisation on the rise again if we channel our 
collective energy today towards science and technology 
that can be used for the ummah as well as for the human 
race at large,” he added.

Present at the opening ceremony were Vice-President 
of Islamic Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue and 
Cooperation (ICYF-DC), Mr. Abdurrahman Topbas and 
IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin.

The opening ceremony continued with four separate 
sessions in the one-day forum. Among the panelists 
were the academics from OIC member countries, 
namely Palestinian-American Dr. Sami al-Arian, Dr. 
Yakoob Ahmed from the UK, Dr. Ismail Yaylaci and 
Enes  Yalman from Turkey.

The forum was held in conjunction with Putrajaya 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) – Youth 
Capital, Islamic Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue 
and Cooperation (ICYF-DC).
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By Puteri Balkish

GOMBAK, 13 July 2017- Muslims need to re-evaluate 
how they deal with conflicts across the globe and 
delve into finding amicable solutions to the issues, 
said Sheikh Rached Ghannouchi, the President of the 
Tunisian Al-Nahda Movement.

He made this statement at a special convocation 
ceremony held at the Main Hall, IIUM Kuala Lumpur 
campus on 12 July 2017, following the conferment 
of the honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy (in 
Islamic Civilisation) on him by International Islamic 
University Malaysia (IIUM).

Sheikh Rached Ghannouchi was conferred the degree 
award by IIUM President Tan Sri Dr. Rais Yatim, who is 
also the Special Adviser to the Malaysian Government 
on socio-cultural matters.

In his speech Sheikh Ghannouchi said, “We must 
reclaim our dignity by not copying the West but by 
innovating our traditions.”

Regarded as a ‘Muslim democrat’, Sheikh Rached 
Ghannouchi was presented with the honorary degree 
for his work on the evolution and growth of Islamic 
civilisation in the 21st century.

He urged Muslims to continue the legacies of past 
Muslim intellectuals such as Muhammad Abduh,

Rashid Ridha and Jamaluddin Al-Afghani. According
to him, the alliance between Muslims and non-Muslims 
for greater understanding and the importance of self-
evaluation are very important.

He spoke in Arabic and the speech was translated 
into English by Ahmad el-Muhammadi of IIUM.

In his speech Tan Sri Dr. Rais Yatim said that IIUM 
was honoured to be given the opportunity to confer 
the degree award on Sheikh Rached Ghannouchi 
who is recognised as an outstanding intellectual, a 
scholar and a pragmatic leader.

Sheikh Rached Ghannouchi was in Malaysia for a 
seven-day visit at the invitation of the government of 
Malaysia intended to strengthen ties among Muslim 
nations.

In his meeting with Prime Minister Dato’ Sri Mohd 
Najib Tun Abdul Razak, Sheikh Ghannouchi praised 
the Malaysian government for implementing Islamic 
principles and values and for maintaining harmony 
among the the nation’s racial, cultural and religious 
diversities.

He also invited Malaysian businesses to invest in 
Tunisia and to forge stronger ties between the two 
countries.

SHEIKH RACHED GHANNOUCHI: 
“RE-EVALUATE CONFLICTS AND FIND 

AMICABLE SOLUTIONS”
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Tan Sri. Dr. Rais Yatim delivering the 16th Prof Emeritus Ahmad Ibrahim 
Memorial Lecture 2017

“A Common Law Of Our Own” – 
Tan Sri Rais Yatim

By Puteri Balkish

GOMBAK, 5 October 2017: IIUM President Tan 
Sri Dr. Rais Yatim called on the judiciary and the 
legal profession to fittingly establish the Malaysian 
Common Law through a duality of legal-judicial 
communication using the national language (Malay) 
as well as English in the Malaysian courts.

In a thought-provoking memorial speech titled “What 
is So Common about the Common Law? Towards 
Malaysia’s Own Rule of Law System” at the Moot 
Court of Ahmad Ibrahim Kulliyyah of Laws (AIKOL), 
IIUM on 3 October 2017, Tan Sri Dr. Rais Yatim 
reckoned that the British and Malay people have had 
a long association in terms of history.

He therefore proposed a coherent study and a practice 
of Islamic thought and civilisation to be established 
to include the culture of budi in the Nusantara so 
as to localise the currently practiced common law. 
“The laws alone cannot provide solutions to turmoil, 
devastations and chaos,” Tan Sri Dr. Rais said, as he 
spoke on his belief in Malaysia to have a future with 
her own common law and rule of law system.

The IIUM President began his lecture by describing 
the colonisation of Tanah Melayu (Malaya) by the 
British, which he said “had indirectly caused the 
implementation of their English law as ‘our’ common 
law”.

Tan Sri Rais explained that the Rukunegara (National 
Principles) is fundamental to building the nation, 
as they work as “a socio-judicial yardstick in cases 
involving social appropriateness”.

“Law faculties in all public universities must be given 
the added responsibility of delving and finding as to 
how good or bad a law of the land or lex loci is from 
time to time,” he added as he went about ameliorating 
the laws of the country.

Tan Sri Rais also addressed the issues pertaining to 
the currently practiced laws in Malaysia and talked 
about his personal experiences as a law student of 
the late Professor Emeritus Ahmad Ibrahim.

Besides being the Special Advisor to the Malaysian 
government on socio-cultural matters, Tan Sri Dr. 
Rais had an extensive career in politics and is a 
trained and competent lawyer.
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By Mahadhir bin Monihuldin
 
GOMBAK, 16 October 2017: IIUM Rector Prof. 
Dato’ Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin has been appointed 
Judge of the Syariah Court of Appeal of the state of 
Terengganu. She is the first woman in Malaysia to be 
appointed to the post.

The Sultan of Terengganu, Sultan Mizan Zainal Abidin 
officially handed the letter of appointment to Dato’ Sri 
Zaleha during a brief ceremony at the Eastern Palace 
(Istana Syarqiyyah) in Chendering, Terengganu.

Those who attended the ceremony include the 
Menteri Besar of Terengganu Datuk Seri Ahmad 
Razif Abd Rahman, the Speaker of Terengganu State 
Legislative Assembly Datuk Mohd Zuber Embong, 
and Terengganu Chief Judge of Syarie Wan Mohd 
Zakri Wan Mohd.

The announcement of Dato’ Sri Zaleha’s appointment 
was earlier made by justice Wan Mohd Zakri at an 
official dinner in conjunction with her appointment.

Dato’ Sri Zaleha, who has more than 30 years of 
judicial experience, shared her thoughts on her 
appointment. “My appointment opens the door for 
more women to occupy higher posts of Malaysia 
syariah and common law courts. I will discharge my 
duties fairly and conscientiously as commanded by 
Allah and prescribed by the law of the land”, she said.

Her new appointment as Judge of the Syariah Court 
of Appeal will not affect her role as Rector of IIUM 
because appeal cases involving divorce settlements, 
inheritance as well as child custody rights are in 
session only on Sundays.

“I would like to express my utmost gratitude to the 
State Government and the State Syariah Judiciary 
Department for the confidence that has been placed 
in me,” said Dato’ Sri Zaleha.

IIUM Rector Appointed First Female 
Judge of Terengganu Syariah Court  
of Appeal
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IIUM World 
Prosumer 
Convention 2017
To Help Transform Ideas 
into Reality

By Marsha Adibah

GOMBAK, 15 August 2017: IIUM Prosumer Convention 
2017 was held for the first time in Gombak main campus and 
in sciences-based campus in Kuantan from 7 to 11 August, 
in conjunction with the recognition of IIUM as the Premier 
International Islamic Research University by the Islamic 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (ISESCO) 
in December 2014.

The aim was to bring together researchers, scholars, 
industries, entrepreneurs and innovators from several 
countries to address 21st century opportunities and 
challenges through conferences attended by outstanding 
speakers from all over the world, and holding workshops, 
booth exhibitions, talks and “Pitch Your Product” competition 
where innovators presented their ideas.

In her speech, IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. Zaleha 
Kamarudin said that the idea of prosumerism was presented 
by Prof. Mohamed Ridza Wahiddin in the university’s 
management committee meeting.

She enunciated, “This is the university’s commitment in 
discovering an innovative way to upgrade the quality of life of 
the ummah. The idea of prosumerism has been brought forth 
with rapid information technology.”

“Now, rather than simply consuming the products, people are 
becoming the voices of those products,” she added.

Underlining the statement, she said, “Consumers are no 
longer following trends set by producers, but setting their 
own trends by producing their own products according to 
their own specification and selling them to other consumers.”

As we are in incredible leaps forward in technology, she said, 
it is very difficult to imagine what would happen in the future, 
and the revolution of knowledge has turned the table around. 

She laid out her vision that in 2020 “this university 
will be the world’s best in Islamic banking and finance

programmes” and also highlighted the contributions of 
the International Institute for Halal Research and Training 
(INHART).

“These two entities personify the essence of this convention 
empowering worldly wealth without overlooking the spiritual 
and the virtuous aspect of it,” she said.

The opening ceremony was continued by a message from the 
Minister of Higher Education Dato’ Seri Idris bin Jusoh, which 
was read out by the Director General of Higher Education 
Datin Paduka Ir. Dr Siti Hamisah Tapsir. In his message, the 
Minister congratulated IIUM for having taken the initiative 
to support innovators and entrepreneurs to help transform 
themselves from passive consumers to active prosumers.

“This is in line with the Ministry’s policy as well as the country’s 
effort in realising our plan of having a fully developed economy 
by 2020. And to do this, we have to focus on developing our 
talents and innovation based on knowledge. Conventions 
like these provide the proper ground to bring together the 
academia, civil society, industry, and the government, to 
move the country forward,” the Minister said.

Elsewhere in his message, the Minister stated, “In the era of 
the Fourth Industry Revolution where technology is blurring 
the lines between the physical, digital and biological, and with 
this challenging industry, we have to prepare ourselves to be 
key players in the world economy and not be left behind.”

The message also encouraged anyone with innovative 
conception to be proactive. This is the platform to grab the 
opportunity to put ideas into reality by translating innovation 
into wealth which is also the theme of this convention.

The five-day convention was successful in highlighting the 
potential of the prosumer movement, especially in the Muslim 
world, through the integration of the halal industry involving 
academics and research experts in syariah, science, 
medicine, pharmaceutical science and environment.
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The 17th 
Biennial 
Asia-Pacific 
Symposium on 
Literature and 
Culture: 
A Meeting of 
Writers and 
Scholars

By Nor Faridah Abdul Manaf, DELL, IIUM

IIUM’s Department of English Language and Literature 
(DELL), Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and 
Human Sciences (KIRKHS) was given the honour 
of hosting the Asia-Pacific Biennial Symposium 
on Literature and Culture for the second time by a 
community of Asia-Pacific writers and scholars. It 
was held at Royale Chulan Hotel at the Curve on 
22-24 November 2017. The first time DELL hosted 
the symposium was in 2009 in which the author of the 
much celebrated book Imaginary Communities (1983), 
Benedict Anderson (1936 – 2015) participated as the 
keynote speaker. It attracted many other scholars and 
writers from this region and from as far as New Zealand 
and Canada. 

In the 2017 event, DELL was fortunate to have 
Emeritus Professor and Singapore’s national poet 
Edwin Thumboo, the co-founder of the over 34 years 
old symposium, as its 17th biennial keynote speaker. 
The theme of the symposium was “The Text and the 
City: Trends in Asia-Pacific Literature and Culture”. It 
saw the meeting of minds of scholars and writers from 
15 countries who spoke, performed, screened films and 
recited poetry. There was also a launch of Dr. Sonia 
Mycak’s edited book entitled The West Verandah: Life 
and Work of Les Murray (2017). Professor Dennis 
Haskell from the University of Western Australia gave a 
short lecture on Les Murray (1938-) and what he means 
to Australia and to his generation of poets. Murray is 
regarded as one of Australia’s 100 living treasures and 
it was a treat to learn about him from Australian scholars 
who know him well.

Short films by filmmakers Luqman Sheikh Ghazali and 
Salem Abduhu were also screened and discussed. The 
session created much interest especially when film and 
art critic (trained as IP lawyer) Justin Johari discussed 
the process of making the shorts.

Perhaps, there had never been such a rigorous and lively 
discussion as seen of two artists in conversation and 
we were happy that IIUM undergraduates were able to 
witness such a lively exchange of thoughts of our guest 
speakers/filmmakers/performers/national laureates and 
writers.  The Masakini Theatre owner Puan Sri Sabera 
Shaikh shared with us her shadow performance (not 
wayang kulit) which received a glowing appreciation 
from the crowd. The shadow performance depicted the 
history of the formation of a nation, beautifully crafted, 
befitting that of the symposium theme on the text and 
the city.

The symposium was not only a festival of literature, 
theatre or film people. It saw the participations of two 
speakers from Built Environment and Architecture 
background. Dr. Azila spoke on the concept of city in 
Islam while architect Mustapha Kamal spoke on future 
cities and resilient cities and the need of prioritising 
the demands of city dwellers. Cities have to function 
according to the necessities of their dwellers and 
hence city builders are required to be all inclusive and 
thoughtful of what is right for a city and its people.

Our foreign guests were treated to local cultural 
performances (traditional dances by PADAT, a Selangor 
state agency that specialises in showcasing local 
cultures and adat). Our guests were also introduced 
to musang kings (contrary to our fear, especially our 
Australian and Egyptian guests loved them).

As was the success of our 2009 symposium, the 
2017 one was equally and deeply appreciated by the 
participants. In the words of writer Dr. Hsu Ming Teo of 
Macquarie University, Australia who will be hosting the 
18th Biennial symposium in Sydney in 2019, “It’ll be a 
tough act to follow, IIUM!”
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DELL Organizes a Talk on 
Writing the City and Indian English 

Fiction: Planning, 
Violence and Aesthetics

By Md. Mahmudul Hasan, DELL, IIUM

British academic and postcolonial literary scholar Dr 
Alex Tickell gave a talk on “Writing the City and Indian 
English Fiction: Planning, Violence and Aesthetics” at 
ADM LT4, IIUM main campus in Gombak on Thursday 
7 December 2017. The talk was organized by the 
Department of English Language and Literature 
(DELL), the Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge 
and Human Sciences (KIRKHS). 

Drawing on literary references mainly from 
contemporary Indian writing in English, Dr Tickell 
discussed the perception and representation of the 
city in postcolonial literature in general and Indian 
English fiction in particular. He described the issue 
of class and wealth and income inequalities in city 
life and how these affect human behaviour and 
lifestyle in the urban environment. The existence 
of gated apartment blocks and squatter and slum 
housing settlement in close proximity – but with little 
or no human communication between these two 
groups of city-dwellers – is a remarkable feature of 
contemporary global society. Creative writers seek to 
capture in their works this defining feature of urban 
experience, which is a rather recent phenomenon in 
terms of human history. 

Commenting on this harsh reality of modern city life, 
Dr Tickell stressed the fact that the dominant mode of 
city making and urban development in contemporary 
world society has a negative impact on the time-
honoured, integrative tradition of neighbourhood 
based on social virtues such as fellow feelings, 
solidarity, empathy and proximity relations. He 
mentioned that, in such a socio-cultural context, 
the religion of Islam that promotes neighbourhood 
cohesion and encourages neighbours to develop and 
maintain a strong and affectionate rapport with each 
other can be a panacea to address many of the social 
and economic ills of contemporary society. 
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The Head of the Department of English Language 
and Literature, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mohd Ridwan Abdul 
Wahid spoke at the event to thank Dr Tickell for his 
visits to IIUM and for sharing his literary knowledge 
with DELL staff and students and handed a token of 
appreciation to the honoured guest speaker. DELL 
students Ms Nur Sabrina Faqihah Fathullah Razzaq 
and Ms Aisyah Khairina Bt Zaini acted as MCs for 
different parts of the programme. 

Dr Tickell’s talk generated huge interest especially 
among the students of the Department who asked 
him many inquisitive and pertinent questions formally 
during the programme and informally after it ended. 
This was Dr Tickell’s second visit to IIUM. DELL had 
invited him earlier on 30 November 2016 when he 
delivered a talk on “Contemporary Fiction and the 
South-Asian Novel in English”. 

Dr Alex Tickell is a literary historian who focuses on 
South-Asian and South-East Asian literary cultures, 
contemporary fiction and conjunctions of writing and 
politics. He is Senior Lecturer at the Open University, 
UK and Director of its Postcolonial Literatures 
Research Group. Before joining the Open University 
in 2011, he was with the University of Portsmouth. 

He is a widely published postcolonial literary critic 
and is the author of Terrorism, Insurgency and 
Indian-English Literature, 1830-1947 (New York and 
London: Routledge, 2012) and Arundhati Roy’s The 
God of Small Things (London: Routledge, 2007). 
His edited books include South-Asian Fiction in 
English: Contemporary Transformations (Houndmills: 
Palgrave, 2016) and Alternative Indias: Writing, 
Nation and Communalism (Amsterdam: Rodopi 
Cross/Cultures Series 82, 2005) which he co-edited 
with Peter Morey. 

He is currently working on The Oxford History of the 
Novel in English, Vol. 10: The Novel in South and 
South-East Asia since 1945 which is scheduled to be 
published by the Oxford University Press in 2018.
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Ist IIUM International 
Dental Conference

The Kulliyyah of Dentistry of IIUM organized the Ist 
IIUM International Dental Conference at Zenith Hotel, 
Kuantan on 6-8 October 2017. The conference also 
marked the 10th anniversary of the establishment of 
the Kulliyyah. It was launched by the Chief Minister 
of Pahang YAB Dato’ Sri Diraja Haji Adnan Bin Haji 
Yaakob.

The three-day international conference was the 
first of its kind to be hosted in the East Coast 
of Peninsular Malaysia. This very significant 
conference was supported by Tourism Pahang 
as well as the state government of Pahang. It was 
intended for dentists from Malaysia and overseas, 
as it provided them with a platform to share their 
knowledge and expertise and mutually contribute 
to their learning. Fourteen local and international 
speakers were invited to this conference who shared 
their knowledge of new development, techniques, 
services, and current challenges faced in the world of

dentistry. More than 20 companies participated in the 
trade exhibition, and special complimentary tours for 
participants were arranged by Tourism Pahang as it 
promoted Visit Pahang Year 2017.

With total 289 participants from around the world, 
the overall conference programme included plenary 
sessions by Prof. Botelho (Hong Kong) & Prof. 
McDonald (UK). There were special talks on related 
topics, such as, updates on oral health, current trends 
in diagnosis and management of oral diseases, 
updates in dental science and technology, and a 
forum on advances in aesthetics dentistry. Four 
workshops and Orthodontic CPD were also held as 
pre-conference events. Scientific sessions of both 
oral and poster presentations were fruitfully executed 
and a total of 67 scientific abstracts were published 
in a supplementary issue of the International Medical 
Journal of Malaysia (IMJM).
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Kulliyyah of 
Dentistry Holds
Restodontic 
Back to Basic 
Workshop
Siti Zainab Tauhed, Kulliyyah of Dentistry

The Kulliyyah of Dentistry organised a two-day 
workshop on Restorative Dentistry titled “Restodontic 
Back to Basic Workshop” at its auditorium in Kuantan 
campus on Saturday-Sunday 5-6 August 2017. 
The workshop attracted more than one hundred 
participants. The speakers included Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
James Dudley, Capt. (R) Asst. Prof. Dr. Mohd Haikal 
Muhamad Halil, Asst. Prof. Dr. Muhamad Sharifuddin 
Mat Daud, Asst. Prof. Dr. Musliana Mustaffa and Asst. 
Prof. Dr. Chu Seng Boon.

The workshop focused on basic knowledge and skills 
in Restorative Dentistry. The participants came from 
all over Malaysia and included government dentists, 
military dentists, private practitioners as well as 
young graduates. They were highly benefited by the 
workshop and requested the Kulliyyah to organize 
such events on a regular basis.

Kulliyyah of 
Pharmacy 
Organizes 
Cosmetics and 
Cosmeceuticals 
Workshop 2017
The Kulliyyah of Pharmacy (KOP), IIUM in 
collaboration with Non-Destructive BioMed Pharma 
Research Centre (iPROMISE) UiTM and Professional 
Trade Exhibition & Meeting Planners (PROTEMP) 
organised Cosmetics and Cosmeceuticals 
Workshop 2017 at its auditorium in Kuantan campus 
on Wednesday-Thursday 9-10 August 2017. 
Fifty participants took part in the event.

The speakers and participants include Prof. Datin 
Dr Clara L. Chee, Founder and Chairperson, Clara 
International Beauty Group, Dr Rajalingam A/L 
Ramalingam, Head of Department & Consultant 
Dermatologist, Hospital Tengku Ampuan Afzan 
(HTAA), Kuantan, Dr Hannan Mohamad Yusof, 
Founder and Owner of Hannan Medispa, Madam 
Zuraida Abdullah, Senior Principal Assistant Director, 
National Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agency (NPRA), 
and Kho Syan Bin, Brand Manager, Clinique 
Singapore.

The cosmetic workshop drew participants from 
academia, ministry of health, community pharmacy 
and industry. The speakers shared their knowledge 
and experience in order to provide the participants 
with updated information about product development 
in the cosmetic industry. 

This event was supported by the Malaysian Society of 
Pharmaceutical Technology (MSPT), Malaysia Local 
Chapter of the Controlled Release Society (myCRS) 
and Malaysia Nanotechnology Association. 
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Kulliyyah of Pharmacy organizes 
Research Symposium 2017

The Postgraduate Office of the Kulliyyah of Pharmacy 
(KOP) organized Research Symposium 2017 at the 
Kulliyyah auditorium on Monday-Tuesday 7-8 August 
2017. Among 70 participants were Assoc. Prof. Dr. 
Solachuddin Jauhari Arief Ichwan of the Kulliyyah 
of Dentistry and Asst. Prof. Dr. Nik Nur Fatnoon Nik 
Ahmad of the Kulliyyah of Medicine, IIUM.

The symposium aimed to ensure continuous 
improvement and compliance with the quality 
requirements of research progress of postgraduate 
studies. The event was supported and sponsored by 
the Malaysian Society of Pharmaceutical Technology 
(MSPT), Malaysia Local Chapter of the Controlled

Release Society (myCRS), Axon Scientific, Makmal 
Berjaya Enterprise, Permula Chemical and IT 
Technology.

There were exhibition booths from RGS Corporation, 
Centralised Lab of University Malaysia Pahang 
and CCM Sdn Bhd. Poster presentation was made 
compulsory for all 1st year master students and 2nd 
year PhD students, while 2nd year master students 
and 3rd year PhD students were required to make 
oral presentations. This event was a good platform for 
the students not only for improving their presentation 
skills but also for sharing their research findings with 
fellow postgraduate researchers and lecturers of 
KOP.
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IIUM SIGNS 
CORRUPTION
FREE PLEDGE 

WITH MACC
By Azreen Azirinee Azizi

GOMBAK, 23 August 2017: IIUM has signed the 
Corruption-Free Pledge (CFP) with the Malaysian 
Anti-Corruption Commission (MACC).

IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin, 
accompanied by the President of IIUM Tan Sri Dr. 
Rais Yatim, signed the Corruption-Free Pledge 
(CFP) on 17 August 2017 which was witnessed 
by MACC’s Chief Commissioner Datuk Dzulkifli 
Ahmad.

A total of 200 IIUM staff members including those 
from the top management and vendors were 
present on the day of the signing to take the pledge 
to implement corruption-free business practices.

IIUM was the tenth university to volunteer to 
participate in the pledge and the fourth university in 
the state of Selangor to do so.

In his speech that followed the signing ceremony, 
Datuk Dzulkifli Ahmad said that corruption caused 
disruption of economic and social development and 
retarded the growth of the nation.

“Corruption and the abuse of power are two major 
factors that have hindered the development and 
growth of the nation. It reduces income, increases 
expenditure, and creates inequalities in wealth and 
opportunity,” he said.

He also stated that institutions of higher learning are 
not immune to corruption; and signing the pledge 
is a first step in combating corruption as “it is not 
the responsibility of MACC alone, but a collective 
duty of all members of society to make Malaysia 
corruption free”.

Tan Sri Dr. Rais said that IIUM would always 
cooperate with MACC in establishing justice and in 
ensuring that IIUM is corruption free.

“We at IIUM will always be cohesive with MACC 
towards the final end in seeking justice for our 
nation,” he said, urging the IIUM community to unite 
in dealing with corruption.

The President also said that the university is 
determined to create an anti-corruption awareness 
programme and maintain high moral standards in 
business practices involving students and staff.

CFP is an initiative introduced by MACC that puts 
its emphasis on voluntary pledge and oath taking 
by an organisation’s leadership and staff in their 
individual capacity to hold each of them accountable 
and responsible for carrying out their duties and to 
hinder them from engaging in  any form of corruption 
and misconduct.



Al-MisbahPAGE 18

Former Chief 
Justice of Malaysia 
Tun Arifin Zakaria 
Receives Honorary 

Doctorate in Law
By Farah Radzuan

GOMBAK, 11 November 2017 – In recognition of his 
invaluable services to the country’s legal system, former 
Chief Justice of Malaysia, Tun Arifin Zakaria, was 
awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
Law at the first session of IIUM’s 33rd Convocation. The 
conferment of the award was made by IIUM President 
Tan Sri Dr. Rais Yatim.

In his acceptance speech, Tun Arifin talked about his 
journey through the years as a law student and his 
service in the highest court of Malaysia. He also touched 
on his efforts to ensure that justice was served for all 
Malaysians through greater efficiency and technological 
innovation in the Malaysian courts.

Tun Arifin studied law at the University of Sheffield in 
the United Kingdom. He was appointed the Judicial 
Commissioner of the High Court of Malaya on 1 March 
1992.

Two years later, he was appointed High Court Judge 
of Malaya and was then promoted to Chief Justice of 
Malaysia on 12 September 2011. He continued his duty 
until his retirement on 31 March 2017.

IIUM’s 33rd Convocation ceremony also saw the 
conferment of other University awards on the graduands 
such as the Royal Education Award, the Overall Student 
Award, the President’s Award, the Rector’s Award, and 
the Best Budi (Virtue) Award.

5,165 graduands received their scrolls during the three-
day convocation held at IIUM Cultural Centre (ICC) from 
11 to 13 November 2017. A total of 4,141 bachelor’s, 
766 master’s and 258 PhD degrees were awarded at 
the convocation ceremony.

This year, the Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge 
and Human Sciences (KIRKHS) again topped the list 
with the highest number of graduates at bachelor level, 
that is, 1,217 out of 4,141.

A total of 3,768 bachelor graduands were from Malaysia 
while 373 from abroad. Three overseas countries 
dominated at the convocation with the most number of 
graduands: 56 from Singapore, 50 Indonesia and 43 
Bangladesh.
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IIUM SIGNS MOU WITH TV ALHIJRAH
By Jamal Zulkifli

GOMBAK, 1 November 2017 – A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was signed between IIUM 
and TV AlHijrah on 30 October 2017 paving the way 
for cooperation between the two organizations.

Under the MoU, both sides would benefit from the 
smart partnership in terms of knowledge sharing, 
content development and  industry cooperation. IIUM 
students and staff would also have the opportunity 
to gain practical experience in broadcasting with the 
television station.

IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin 
signed the MoU representing the university while 
TV AlHijrah was represented by its Chief Executive 
Officer Datuk Hj. Izelan Basar in a ceremony that 
took place at AlHijrah Big Studio in Cyberjaya.

The MoU will also expose students to hands-
on experience with the multimedia broadcasting 
company. It will benefit everyone involved in the MoU 
and allow the media sector to prosper indirectly.

The MoU was designed to provide a channel which 
would allow experts from both parties involved 
to collaborate in generating critical educational 
contents.

In the future, when creating Islamic contents to be 
shown on TV AlHijrah, its producers will have the 
opportunity to refer to the academic staff of IIUM 
who are known for their reputation as researchers 
as well as expertise in the field of Islamic knowledge.



Al-MisbahPAGE 20

New SRC President:
“SRC to Help 
Produce Global 
Mindset among 
IIUM Students”

By Liana Zulkifli

GOMBAK, 19 October 2017: The new office bearers of 
the IIUM Students’ Representative Council (SRC) for the 
2017-2018 session will collaborate with students for the 
betterment of the university in moving towards achieving 
a global mindset, says its newly-elected President Amir 
Ridwan Idris.

“I see the responsibility of having a global mindset among 
IIUM students is crucial for Muslim youth to contribute to 
creating a better future,” Amir Ridwan told IIUMToday.

He added that this crucial element is in line with the 
‘Internationalisation’ component of the IIUM Triple ICE 
mission. The SRC will put its best efforts in ensuring 
that its initiatives will encompass national and global 
significance in facilitating the students to adopt a global 
mindset.

“We envision that IIUM would be a great university similar 
to the likes of Harvard and Oxford,” he said in a speech 
after being elected to the post.

The new line-up of the SRC for the 2017-2018 session is 
as follows:

–  President: Amir Ridwan Bin Idris (KENMS)

– Vice President (Local): Raudhatul Jannah Binti Mohd 
Rozli (KIRKHS)

– Vice President (International): Ahmed Abdurrahman 
Nkoba (KENMS)

–  Secretary: Abdul Aziz Abd Rashid (KOE)

–  Treasurer: Maziah Hasan (KOE)

Meanwhile, through an Instagram status, the new Vice 
President Raudhatul Jannah Mohd Rozli encouraged 
IIUM students to work together to materialize their mission, 
saying: “Let’s strive and work together for the overall 
betterment of the students, kulliyyahs, the university and 
the ummah!”

IIUM students are excited by the new SRC line-up and 
are confident that the incumbent office bearers will gain 
the trust and confidence of IIUM students. Noor Azilah 
Ahmad from KIRKHS, for example, looked forward to the 
new SRC line-up to give their best to realise the noble 
goal of the university as the Garden of Knowledge and 
Virtue.

President of the previous tenure of SRC Amirul Hisham 
Abdul Rahman has his own advice for the current SRC 
line-up. He said: “My advice to our successors is for all 
of you to give your very best and to always be concerned 
about the welfare of IIUM students.”

Since the creation of the SRC, IIUM students have used 
the Council to be proactive in many extra-curricular and 
community-related activities. It seeks to equip IIUM 
students with the necessary classroom and practical skills 
for them to truly be useful to the ummah and to humanity 
at large.

The conviction of the SRC is in tune with the motto 
“Together, Ascending Further (TAF).” Their motto consists 
of seven missions which are: Spirituality, Integration and 
Inclusiveness, Professionalism, Welfare, Intellectualism, 
Social Responsibility and Internationalisation.

The SRC election took place in three university campuses 
on 12 October 2017 and recorded 58 per cent of voter 
turnout. The full list of the winners for each constituency 
was announced at Experimental Hall in Gombak campus 
at 11:20pm on the same day.

While the voter turnout slightly increased over the previous 
year, the 2017 election saw over 100 student societies 
campaigned in an integrated manner to reflect differing 
views on matters and issues that were important to the 
youth of the digital era.
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IIUM Launch AmBank Islamic - 
IIUM Credit Card and IEF JomPAY

International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) and 
AmBank Islamic Berhad (AmBank Islamic) officially 
launched the AmBank Islamic - IIUM Credit Card at the 
IIUM campus in Gombak on 4 October 2017. Under 
this programme, AmBank Islamic cardholders can 
convert their AmBonus Points into cash contribution 
towards the IIUM Endowment Fund from a minimum 
of 3,000 AmBonus Points. 

Present at the launch were IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ 
Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin, Chief Executive Officer 
of AmBank Group Dato’ Sulaiman Mohd Tahir and 
Chief Executive Officer of AmBank Islamic Eqhwan 
Mokhzanee Muhammad. 

IIUM and AmBank Islamic also teamed up with 
JomPAY to provide added convenience, accessibility 
and flexibility to the public and corporate sector to 
make contributions to the IIUM Endowment Fund 
(IEF). JomPAY electronic payment enables payments 
via Internet banking, mobile banking and ATMs of 
banks in Malaysia anytime, anywhere, which provides 
added convenience, accessibility and flexibility to the 
contributors.

“The AmBank Islamic - IIUM credit card is our first 
credit card launched in collaboration with a higher 
learning institution in Malaysia. With this collaboration, 
we are hoping to support the growth in the educational 
sector, in line with our value-based intermediation 
aspirations,” said Eqhwan Mokhzanee Muhammad, 
Chief Executive Officer of AmBank Islamic.

IEF is responsible to give financial support to IIUM 
students who are academically excellent but having 
financial difficulties. Financial constraints usually 
affect students’ academic performance; hence, 
financial assistance is important to support their 
studies. In 2016, IEF has disbursed RM10.5 million 
in the form of scholarships and financial assistance to 
4,323 recipients.

Some programmes were initiated since its 
establishment in 1999 including receiving donations 
and Zakat payment from individuals and organisations, 
both locally and from abroad.       
     
IIUM’s participation in JomPAY is powered by AmBank 
Group’s Transaction Banking which provides one-stop 
wholesale banking solution in cash management, 
trade finance and remittances.
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1.  A team consisting of Asrul Romdani Bin 
Bujang Saili, Tengku Muhammad Asyraf  Tengku 
Azmi, Nur Dini Ahmad Zawawi, Syarifah Nur Sabrena 
Syed Abdul Raffar and Noor  Farhanah Mahat of the 
Kulliyyah of Dentistry (KOD) won the 3rd place in the 
International Dental Physiology Quiz.

2.  Nurul Syahidah Binti Zakaria and Nurul Idayu 
Binti Jayah won the 2nd place in the  presentation 
competition at the 2nd IMU Cares Humanitarian 
Mission Conference.

3.  Nurul  Syahidah  Binti  Zakaria  represented 
Malaysia in the FIMA Youth Summer Camp 2017 
in Istanbul, Turkey which was organized by the 
Federation of Islamic Medical Associations (FIMA) 
and Hayat Foundation on 16-23 July 2017. 

4.  The Dental Students Society (DENSS) 
of the Kulliyyah of Dentistry, IIUM participated in 
the Nationwide Oral Health Awareness Day also 
known as SMILE PROGRAM. It was organized by 
‘Persatuan Smile’ & Dental Students Societies from 
thirteen dental schools in Malaysia. The programme 
took place concurrently around Malaysia on the same 
day (16 December 2017).

Students of IIUM’s Kulliyyah of Allied Health Sciences 
participated in MyOHUN OH Young Leader and 
Communicator Workshop 2017 and came first. Details 
of the event and IIUM participants are as follows:

Name of Programme: MyOHUN OH Young Leader 
and Communicator Workshop 2017
Place: Nilai Spring Resort, Negeri Sembilan
Date: 16 – 20 July 2017

IIUM students’ achievements: 
1. Best team (out of 10 universities)
2. Most active participant: 
 Mohd Fikri Syahme Fadzil Hisham

Name of students:
1.  Mohd Fikri Syahme b. Fadzil Hisham
2.  Muhammad Rabbani b. Ruslan
3. Muhammad Abdullah b. Ahmad Suaidan
4. Nur Khairunisa bt. Mohd Affandi
5. Razliqah bt. Raghazli

Achievements of 
Kulliyyah of 
Dentistry 
Students

Achievements 
of Kulliyyah of 
Allied Health 
Sciences 
Students 
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IIUM Academic
Receives SEAOHUN 
Scholarship
Asst. Prof. Dr. Mohd Shukri Baba from the Department 
of Biomedical Science, Kulliyyah of Allied Health 
Sciences (KAHS), IIUM won the South-East Asia One 
Health University Network (SEAOHUN) travel grant. 
He was one of the three winners from Malaysia who 
were granted the award out of 78 applicants. With 
USD1,650 travel sponsorship, Dr. Mohd Shukri Baba 
presented his project entitled “One Health (OH) concept 
on the assessment of in-vivo antiparasitic activity of 
nerolidol against the growth and survival of zoonotic 
haemoflagellate protozoa, Trypanosoma evansi” at the 
7th International Veterinary Congress 2017 which was 
held in Paris, France on 4-5 September.

The South-East Asia One Health University Network 
(SEAOHUN) is based in Chiang Mai, Thailand and 
supports participation of researchers and academic staff 
members in One Health-focused international meetings, 
conferences and workshops by providing travel awards 
to deliver presentations and share updated knowledge 
and experience at such venues. The applicant must 
be a staff member from one of the SEAOHUN member 
faculties in Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Bangladesh. 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Md. Mahmudul Hasan of the Department 
of English Language and Literature, Kulliyyah of Islamic 
Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences received the 
Popular-The Star Readers’ Choice Award 2017 for the 
book Tales of Mothers: The Greatest Love (2015)  which he 
co-edited with Raudah Mohd Yunus. 

The award was presented at the 10th Anniversary 
Celebration Cocktail Reception & Popular-The Star 
Readers’ Choice Awards 2017 Presentation Ceremony 
which was held at Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre 
(KLCC) on Saturday 1 July 2017. Popular-The Star 
Readers’ Choice Awards have been given for the last 
ten years to recognize local writings and creative talents 
under two categories: fiction and non-fiction.

In 2017 the first prize under the non-fiction category went 
to Viola Ho for her How I Became a Physicist: A Journey 
of Self-Discovery in Science (2016), the second prize to 
Raudah Mohd Yunus & Md. Mahmudul Hasan, and the 
third prize to Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali for her My 
Name is Hasmah (2016). Under the non-fiction category 
former Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad came 
first in 2009 and 2012 for his Dr Mahathir’s Selected 
Letters to World Leaders (2008) and A Doctor in the 
House (2007) respectively. Popular-The Star Readers’ 
Choice Awards are given mainly on the basis of readers’ 
comments and assessments.

IIUM Academic 
Receives 
Popular-The Star 
Readers’ Choice 
Award 2017
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MoA between 
IIUM and Inns of 
Court Malaysia
A Memorandum of Association (MoA) was signed 
between IIUM (represented by the IIUM Academy of 
Graduate & Professional Studies) and Inns of Court 
Malaysia (ICM) in Putrajaya on Tuesday 12 December 
2017. It was signed by IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. 
Zaleha Kamarudin and ICM President YABHG. Tun 
Arifin Zakaria. Also present were Prof. Dr. Abdelaziz 
Berghout, Deputy Rector, Internationalisation, 
Industry and Community Relations, IIUM and Yang 
Arif S. Nantha Balan S/O E.S. Moorthy, Treasurer of 
ICM.

The IIUM Academy was represented by its Dean Prof. 
Dr. A Ahad M. Osman-Gani, Director of Academic and 
Student Management Assoc. Prof. Dr. Badri Najib 
Zubir and Head of Law Programmes Mdm. Shahnaz 
Zuriati bt Sabri. The MoA is intended to facilitate 
collaborations between the two institutions for the 
promotion of legal development and excellence.

Both parties agreed to collaborate in the following 
areas:

1) Academic activities
IIUM, through the IIUM ACADEMY and Ahmad Ibrahim 
Kulliyyah of Laws (AIKOL), will jointly organize talks, 
seminars and conferences in various areas of law 
and legal practices to foster greater understanding 
and appreciation of Malaysian law.

2) Training programmes 
IIUM, through AIKOL, will work with ICM to develop 
training programmes and professional development 
courses in various areas of law and legal advocacy.

3) Joint Publication
IIUM, through AIKOL, and ICM will develop joint 
publication initiatives in the field of law.

MoA between IIUM Academy and 
Singapore Islamic Scholars & 
Religious Teachers Association 
(PERGAS) A Memorandum of Association (MoA) was signed 

between the IIUM Academy of Graduate & Professional 
Studies and the Singapore Islamic Scholars & 
Religious Teachers Association (PERGAS) at the 
Office of IIUM Rector on Saturday 29 July 2017. 
IIUM high officials including Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. 
Zaleha Kamarudin and their PERGAS counterparts 
were present at the event.

Singapore Islamic Scholars & Religious Teachers 
Association is an NGO registered as a society 
(Persatuan Ulama dan Guru-Guru Agama Islam, 
Singapura). It was founded on 20 February 1957 
with UEN: S57SS0012G issued by the Registry 
of Societies. Subsequently, PERGAS attained its 
charity status from the Commissioner of Charities 
on 30 May 2005 (charity registration no. 1884). It is 
an organization that envisions “Religious Leadership 
that is Credible, Integrated and Contributing towards 
the Development of the Community”.
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By Puteri Balkish

On 24 July 2017, the International Islamic University 
Malaysia (IIUM) Kuantan campus celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of its establishment in conunction with 
celebrating Hari Raya Aidil Fitri at its Main Hall.

The ceremony was attended by Pemangku Raja 
Pahang Tengku Mahkota Tengku Abdullah Al-Haj 
who launched the celebration of the anniversary. Also 
present at the launching were IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ 
Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin and Director of Kuantan 
campus Prof. Dato’ Dr. Tariq Abdul Razak.

The Kuantan campus offers science programmes 
such as medicine, dentistry and pharmacy. It has been 
in operation since 1997 with a total of six Kuliyyahs, 
namely: Kuliyyahs of Dentistry, Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Integrated Health Sciences, Sciences and Nursing.

The campus has been equipped with various state-
of-the-art technologies and some of the most 
sophisticated medical equipments in the world.

According to the press release issued by the Office 
of Corporate Communication, IIUM, continuous 
successes have been achieved in various fields 
of expertise that have transformed IIUM Kuantan 
campus into a pioneer in the field of hard sciences in 
the east coast region of Peninsular Malaysia as well 
as in Southeast Asia.

The Tengku Mahkota handed over Hari Raya 
contributions to the Rumah Permata Al-Kauthar, 
Rumah Kebajikan Anak-Anak Asnaf (converts, 
orphans and the homeless) as well as 7 staff members 
and 12 students of IIUM.

The anniversary celebration was attended by 
some 1000 members of the IIUM Kuantan campus 
community.

IIUM Kuantan Campus Celebrates 
20th Anniversary 

of Its Establishment
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IIUM Celebrates Merdeka 
Month

Tengku Mahkota Tengku Abdullah Al-Haj Ibni Sultan 
Haji Ahmad Shah giving the Duit Raya to 

IIUM students

Tengku Mahkota Tengku Abdullah Al-Haj Ibni Sultan Haji 
Ahmad Shah launching the 20th anniversary of IIUM 

Kuantan Campus

In order to celebrate the Merdeka (independence) day 
(31 August), International Islamic University Malaysia 
(IIUM) organized a gathering of its community at 
the IIUM Cultural Centre (ICC) of its Gombak main 
campus on 29 August 2017.

IIUM President and Special Adviser to the Malaysian 
Government on socio-cultural matters  Tan Sri Dato’ 
Seri Utama Dr. Rais bin Yatim, IIUM Rector Prof. Dato’ 
Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin, Deputy Rectors, Deans, 
Directors and other office-bearers  were  present at 
the event.

The IIUM community meets every year for the 
Merdeka celebration in order to express love for 
the country. It conducts many activities throughout 
the month of August to make it more ceremonial 
and memorable. Students of various faculties and 
residnential halls organize varioua events, while 
interested staff members participate in a patriotic 
song choir competition.
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International Trade and 
Industry Minister Datuk 
Seri Mustapa Mohamed 
launching the IIUM Waqf 
Quran Programme during 
World Qur’an Hour

Tan Sri Dr. Rais Yatim 
speaking at IIUM World 
Qur’an Hour launching 
ceremony

IIUM World Qur’an Hour Launching 
Ceremony

Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed, Minister of International 
Trade and Industry of the Government of Malaysia, 
IIUM President Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Utama Dr. Rais Yatim 
and Rector Prof. Dato’ Sri Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin were 
part of a large crowd of mainly the IIUM community that 
gathered at the Gombak campus to commemorate 
the World Qur’an Hour from 9am to 10am on Sunday 
11 September 2017. The event was organised by 
Yayasan Warisan Ummah Ikhlas  (YWUI). Later during 
the event Dato’ Sri Mustapa Mohamed launched the 
IIUM Waqf Qur’an Programme. 

The participants brought with them copies of the Qur’an 
and thronged at Masjid Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah, IIUM

Gombak campus to recite it, read its translation and
understand its message collectively. It was part of a 
worldwide campaign to spread the message of the 
Qur’an to the mass people and to instill the spirit of 
unity among Muslims. 

The IIUM World Qur’an Hour programme was 
extensively covered by the local print and electronic 
media. 

Importantly, the illustrious actor Dato’ Rosyam Nor 
covered 47km by walking from Kumpulan Karangkraf 
complex, Shah Alam to IIUM Gombak campus as part 
of his efforts to join the event and to popularize the 
World Qur’an Hour. 
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Book Publications of IIUM Academics in 
July-December 2017
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Book Publications of IIUM Academics in 
July-December 2017
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The championship trophy of the Sisters’ category 
went to Mahallah Ameenah with five golds, four 
silvers and four bronzes.

The closing ceremony highlighted the ‘Islamic Warrior’ 
theme to represent how sporting activities can help 
create the spirit of teamwork and perseverance 
among Muslims, as noted by the ISC’17 Assistant 
Programme Manager Nur Syafiqah Halim.

There were also special performances by the IIUM 
Fencing team, Silat Seni Gayong Malaysia Club IIUM, 
and a selawat and nasyid performance from ReUnion 
which won 2nd place in the IKBAR Nasyid Festival.

The closing ceremony ended with an impressive 
display of fireworks.

SPORTS

 
Three Times Overall Champion of IIUM Sports Carnival

GOMBAK, 8 December 2017: The IIUM Sports 
Carnival 2017 (ISC’17) was held at the Sayyidina 
Hamzah Sports Complex and was attended by fellows 
of Mahallah, lecturers and athletes. It commenced on 
23 November and ended 30 November 2017. 

At the sport carnival athletes representing their 
respective Mahallahs competed in eleven sport 
events. Sixteen Mahallahs participated in the sport 
carnival in both Brother and Sister categories.

Athletes of Mahallah Zubair emerged as overall 
champions and achieved a hat-trick through these 
achievements in three years consecutively. They 
dominated the medal tally with a total haul of six 
golds, three silvers and five bronzes in the Brother’s 
category. 
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IIUM’s Very Own Special Athlete

By Liana Zulkifli

KUALA LUMPUR, 28 September 2017:
Nur Izzati Zakaria, a fourth-year student from the 
Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human 
Sciences (KIRKHS), has brought fame and prestige 
to IIUM by winning the silver medal in the South East 
Asia Paralympics held in Kuala Lumpur. She and 
other athletes, Nur Feiqha Maulad Muhammad Halil 
and Seri Izdihar Sobri, represented Malaysia in the 
Chess Rapid Team category B2/B3.

The Chess Rapid Team category B2/B3 was 
sanctioned by International Blind Sports Federation 
(IBSF) during the ASEAN Games. The games were 
held at Malaysia International Trade & Exhibition 
Centre (MiTEC) on 24 September 2017.

Chess is a highly challenging game due to its 
required tactics, intelligence and skills that differ from 
one player to another and almost every movement of 
chess pieces depends on the move and the strategy 
of the opponent. Nur Izzati’s success in international 
chess competition should be an inspiration for all to

emulate. As a competitive chess player, Nur Izzati 
has to divide her time between studies and training. 
She has mastered the art of dividing her precious time 
effectively. She has competed in many competitions 
such as the 7th IIUM Chess Invitational Tournament 
2015, the Inter-Kulliyyah Sports Festival 2016 and the 
Chess Tournament for Disability People Malaysia.

She hopes that this achievement of hers will motivate 
her friends with disability in Ibn Ummi Maktum 
Club (I-Mac) to put their best effort in any field, and 
suggested to University to give more attention to 
those with special needs and talents so that they 
can bring glory to IIUM academically and through 
competitive sports.

Nur Izzati urged the IIUM community to always treat 
those with physical disability and special needs 
with respect. She would also like to see more 
encouragement coming from the university authority 
so that those with special talents can flourish and 
bring honor to IIUM.
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IIUM Appreciates
 Staff in Sports

IIUM Sports Development Center (SDC) recently 
organized the University Sports Awards ceremony 
held at the Gombak main campus.

The award ceremony was held to appreciate and 
honor staff members who have contributed to raising 
the profile of IIUM through sports competitions among 
universities (SUKUM), competitions among staff of 
statutory bodies (SUKANUN), Welfare and Sports 
Council Members of the Government of Malaysia 
(MAKSAK).

During the event, there were as many as six major 
sports awards presented, which are: Best Men’s 
Team, Best Women’s Team, Best Coach, Best Team 
Manager, as well as Best Sportsman and Best 
Sportswoman.

According to IIUM Sports Development Centre’s 
Director Mr. Roestam Effendi bin Sijar, the ceremony 
was one of the sports centre’s initiatives to appreciate 
fellow athletes among the university’s employees.

”IIUM’s Sports Development Centre is very proud of 
the athletes’ achievements. In the midst of their busy 
working schedules, they still manage to spend some 
time for training and to give their utmost commitment 
to it and thus secure medals for the university in 
various sports’ events” he said.

Also in attendance during the award ceremony were 
the university’s upper-management staff and the 
athletes.
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OPINION

He informed the audience about the different phases 
of the industrial revolution that the world has gone 
through, from the first industrial revolution, which 
marked the shift from human physical labour to 
mechanization, to the second industrial revolution 
that witnessed the improvisation of electronics 
into mechatronics. The third industrial revolution 
saw how information technology (IT) came into the 
picture. Basically, the fourth industrial revolution is an 
expansion of current technology.

Among the sessions held at the colloquium were 
presentations made by the National Technology 
Officer of Microsoft (Malaysia) Sdn Bhd Dr. Dzaharudin 
Mansor on the topic ‘Aligning university curriculum 
and industry expectations’, and another by the 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Research and Innovation) of 
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia Prof. Dr. Ahmad Fauzi 
Ismail on the subject ‘Translation Outcomes: Return 
of Investments’.

Industry 4.0: 
Are Universities Ready?

By Nurul Aina Aqilah

GOMBAK, 11 October 2017: Universities are now met 
with the challenge to produce industry-ready talents 
and engage in Research & Development (R&D) 
activities to face Industry 4.0, the Principal Consultant 
of Learning Services, Huawei Technologies Co., 
Muhammad Imran Kunalan told a colloquium on 10 
October 2017.

Addressing a session on the topic ‘Industry 4.0: Are 
the Universities Ready?’ at the ‘National Colloquium 
on Redesigning Higher Education: Empowering a 
Quadruple Helix Ecosystem’ at the Senate Hall, 
IIUM Rectory Building, Muhammad Imran shared 
his insights on the impact of the fourth industrial 
revolution. Universities in Malaysia, he said, need 
to be better prepared as technology is constantly 
developing and Malaysians always need to improvise 
and capitalise on the new technology that is changing 
how people live and work.
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The IIUM Gallery was officially launched on
9 October 2014. However in 2016, it was 
closed for the upgrading works and re-opened 
on 18 September 2017. The gallery is located 
at Level 1, Rectory Building and consists of 7 
zones, which include the meaning of the logo, 
vision and mission of the university, special 
collection and the university’s achievements. 
The gallery aimed at showing the university’s 
achievements throughout the years, and the 
future of the organization.

The operation hours are as follows:

The IIUM souvenir is located at the IIUM Gallery 
and was opened on 10 November 2017. At the 
souvenir and gift shop you will find various 
types of items unique to IIUM and suitable for 
both personal and corporate gifts. All of them 
are available for sale at very reasonable prices.

Mondays to Thursdays:  9:00am - 1:00pm
    2:00pm - 5:00pm

Fridays:   9:00am - 12:15pm
    2:45pm - 5:00pm

Our operation hours are as follows:

Mondays to Thursdays:  9.30am - 12.30pm
    2.30pm - 4.30pm

Fridays:   9.00am - 12.00pm
    3.00pm - 4.30pm

For assistance or inquiries, please call:
03-61965886/5891
Or drop us a line at <gallery@iium.edu.my>.

Closed on Saturdays and Sundays.

If you wish to arrange a visit or for inquiries, 
please do not hesitate to contact:
Br. Azman Salahuddin at 03-61965897 or 
azmans@iium.edu.my

Come and visit us today!

IIUM Gallery IIUM Souvenir Shop
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OFFICE OF CORPORATE COMMUNICATION
International Islamic University Malaysia
Level 2, Rectory,
IIUM Gombak Campus

P.O Box 10, 50728 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

OfficialIIUM

OfficialIIUM w w w. i i u m . e d u. my

ACADEMIC CALENDAR

SEMESTER I, 2017/2018 SESSION

SEMESTER II, 2017/2018 SESSION

SEMESTER III, 2017/2018 SESSION


