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e ek sk *
Thesis Statement Thests statement answers the | Thesis statement answers the | Thests statement does not Thesis statement does not
- question complete_ly and question complete.ly :md answer the quest:ion_ answer the question and/or
Infroduction: clearly. Infroduction presents | clearly. Infroduction sives | completely, and/or 15 weak or | does not make an argument
nfrocuc ) on3 clear and complete summary | summary of evidencetobe | confusing. Summary of Introduction does not give
Conclusion of evidence to be used in used in support of thesis evidence to be used in summary of evidence to be
support of thests statement. | statement. Orgamizationof | support of thesis statement | used in support of thesis
Organtzation of the the introduction may be may be lacking. Organization | statement. Conclusion fails
ntroduction 1s logical. somewhat weak Conclusion | of mtroduction may be weak. | to re-state the thests, or 15
Conclusion extends the 1e-states the thests statement, | Conclusion may not clearly | entirely absent.
argument and explains its but may not extend or explain | re-state the thesis statement.
significance. the argument’s significance.
Examples, Evidence, Evidence 1n support of thests | Evidence in support of thests | Evidence in support of thests | Evidence m support of thests
Content 1s accurate, specific, relevant, | 1s accurate, specific, relevant, | 15 not entirely accurate, o 15 inaccurate, msufficient, or
and sufficient. Essay clearly | and sufficient. Essay may not | may be insufficient o irrelevant.
and effectively explains how | always clearly explain how | trrelevant. Explanations of
particular examples support | particular examples support | how examples support thests
thests statement. thests statement. may be weak or absent.
Organization and The essay 15 well-orgamzed. | The essay s well orgamzed. | The essay 1s not espectally | The essay 15 poorly
Structure The purpose of each The purpose of each well organized. The purpose | orgamized. The purpose of
paragraph is clear, with paragraph is clear, but there | of some paragraphs 15 some paragraphs is unclear,
strong topic sentences linked | may be weak topic sentences. | unclear, and some have weak | and many have weak topic
to the thests. The content of | Some content may be topic sentences. Some sentences. Content 15
each paragraph is consistent | mnconsistent or wrrelevant, and | content may be mconsistent | inconsistent and/or irrelevant,
and appropriate. The there may be minor problems | or irrelevant, and there may | and there are significant
paragraphs are logically of logic and paragraph be problems of logic and problems of logic and
sequenced. sequence. paragraph sequence. paragraph sequence.
Writing Mechanics and | Language 15 clear and The essay contains only The essay suffers from errors | The essay suffers from
Style powerful, there are no occasional errors of spelling, | of spellig, grammar, and/or | significant errors of spelling,
significant errors of spelling, | grammar, and usage. The usage. The language 1 grammar, and usage. The
grammar, or usage. The language 1s clear, but the occasionally unclear. language 1s unclear, and poor
essay may show a distinctive | writig may not be especially writing makes 1t difficult to
and elegant writing style. powerful or elegant. ascertatn the author’s
meaning.
SCALE: *(0-2) **(3-5) ***(6-8) *¥*(9-10)




Score Development Focus & Organization Language Conventions
11 response 1o the task and the stimui, the amiting b response 1o the task and the stmuli, the writng: e writig: [rewang

4 * wilizes wel-chosen, reizaant, asd suficent * contains 3= effective 2ad reisvant ntrodaction * ilusirates consstent and sopbistcated command of | demonstrates consstent and
ewdence’ fom the st 12 msgetialy * utiies effective argancational rateges oceatea | Precise nguage and domai-spechic vocabuiary sophisicated comman o grade-
develop the topic. unified whole 3nd 10 ad iz comprehension. Hpopratewthetak leved comvestions of standard

o tharcughly 2ns scately explans :nd » effectnely cariies selationships among deas sod o llusrees sophatisted commans o syt witten Engish’
elaborates on the endence provided, CONCEgS 10 Ueate cohasOn variety for meaning and reader mterest. * may contain 3 few mnor emors that
demonstrating 3 clear understanding of the * Cortains as efiacie 3ud reisvant onciuding * utiizes sophisticated and varied transitional words G vot interfere with meaning.
109 3nd the stimuil ststemen or sectio and phrases.
* efiactively establishes and mairnaims 3 formal style.
In response 1o the tast and the Stimul, the writing- b response 1o the task and the stmui, the wrizing: e writieg. e wenng
3 * iioes relevant and sufScient evidence’ from | ® contains a relevent mtroduction. * Mustrates consistent command of precse langsage | demonstrates consistent command
the strmadi 10 adeguately S2velop the topc * utiloes adequate orpanzational strateges 10 Create 3 and domais-spaciic vocabulary appropnate 10 the of grade-level conventions of
* adequately and accurately explains and maostly snfied whoie 28 10 3d in comprEhensOn. fask standard written Englsh *
elzhorates on the evdence provded ® clarifies most relationships among ideas and concepts, | ¢ ilustrates consistent command of syntacsc varisty ® contans some mgr andfor major
Semonstrating 2 saficient urdersianding of but there may be some gaps i cohesion. for meanng and reader maerest. errors, bat the emors 40 ot
the 1opic and the stmuil. * contains 3 relesant conduding statement or saction, | ® tiIes appropriate and varied transtional words sgrifcantly imecizre with mezning
and phrases.
* pstabishes nd maintans 2 formal soyle
In response 1 the tack and the stimul, the writing. n respomse to the task and the stimudi, the wrizng: e weitng: [he werng

2 * wices mosty relevam but imsufficent ® contains 3 imted mtroduction. * flustrates nconsstent command of precse language | @ demonstrates inconsstent command
eviderce’ from the stimu 1o particly deveins | o Gemonstrates am atvemst 1o use organzations! and domain-spaciic vocsbulary. o gradelevel conventions of
the sozec. Some endene mey be mactrate strategies to create some unification, bat deas may * fustrates inconsistent commasd of syntacicwanety. | Stendardwritten Engish’
g betard to foflow at times. © utfires bauc or repetitne Tamstoeal words 30 ® contains many envors at may

* explaing some of the evidence provded, o clarifies some relztonshis anong dex: 3né shrases sgniicantly interiere with meaning.
Semonstrating only 3 partiai inderstasdingof | concapss but there re psesinfocus. * estabishes but inconsistently maintains 3 formal
the zopic and the timull. Thee iy besom2 | o (prvin 3 fimited concluding statement or section. style.
level of maccuracy in the eplaraton.
In response to the task 30 the stimull, the writing. in response to the task and the stimudi, the writng: [The writing: [he weitng:

1 * yiizes mostly rrelevant or no evidence’ from | ® contains no or an evelevant introduction. * ilestrates ittie to no use of pracse langsage and * Semonstrates imited command of
the stamal, or mostiyjonly personal * demonairanes an wiciexr organizational structuee, domain-speciic vocaboary. rad-ewel coventions of standard
inowledge, 1 nadequately Geozlop B 100C. | jdeas ave hard v follow mast of the time. © flustrates itvie 1o no Syntactic variety. written Englsh*

Evidence & imacrurate or repetitve. © t3ls 1o clarfy relaSionships among idexs and concepts; | @ utitzes no or few transitional words and phrases * contains numerous and repeated
* nagequately or macturiely giaes the concagts are undlear andjor there 52 lack of focus. * doss et estabish or maintain 3 formal style. 1S B seriously impede
ewdence prowded, demonsirating intle * contains a0 of an FTelevant concluding Statement of weneg
anderstanging of the 105 and the stmek. s
SCALE: 1(0-2) 2(3-5) 3(6-8) 4(9-10)




